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U.N. 


SARAJEVO (R) — The commander of United Nations troops in Bosnia, 
ta an amateur radio broadcast from a besieged Muslim town Saturday, 
badwd Muslim demands for aid and an “immediate halt to the Serb 
offensive." But U.N. officials suspected that General Philippe Mori! Jon's 
statement from the Serb-besieged eastern town of Srebrenica was made 
under duress. A spokesman for the U.N. High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) said earlier that local people were preventing Gen. 
MonlJon from leaving the town, demanding that aid convoy held up by 
Serb forces must be allowed in first. But in his broadcast, Mr. Moriilou 
said he made the decision to stay in Srebrenica himself. “Fully conscious 
that a major tragedy was about to take place in Srebrenica. I deliberately 
came here and I have now decided to stay here in Srebrenica in order to 
calm the anguish of the population and in order to save them or try to save 
them." he said. The United Nations Protection Force (UNPROFOR) was 
urgently checking the authenticity of the broadcast and the conditions 
undcrwhich it was made. Correspondents who know Gen. MoriUon said it 
appeared to be his voice. 

See earlier story on page 8 
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Iran says it foiled ‘infiltrators’ from Iraq 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran said Saturday its armed forces beat back 
"counter-revolutionary grouplets," which attacked from Iraq. 
The Iranian news agency IRNA, quoting a military source, said 
casualties were inflicted on the rebels as they were chased back 
into Iraq. It did not give the date of the attack." Iran’s 
Mu j ahedeen-e- KJialq opposition group maintains a tank- 
equipped army in bases near the Iranian border in Iraq and 
occasionally mounts attacks across the frontier. 
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King hosts Iftarfor 

judges, association 
heads 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Saturday hosted an 
Iftar in honour of .judges and 
heads of professional associa- 
tions. The Iftar was attended by 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker, Royal Court Chief 
Khaled Karaki, Justice Minister 
Yousef Mbaideen, Chief Cham- 
berlain Prince Ra’d Ben Zeid, 
Private Chamberlain Prince All 
Ben Nayef, His Royal Highness 
Prince Tala! Ben Mohammad, 
the military secretary of King 
Hussein and' His Royal Highne ss 
Prince Ghazi Ben Mohammad. 


PLO seeks French 
support on Iraqi plan 


TUNIS (R) — The Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) has 
asked France to press the United 
Nations to take up an offer from 
Iraq to pump $50 million in future 
Iraqi oil proceeds into a cash- 
strapped U.N. agency aiding 
Palestinian refugees. The Palesti- 
nian news agency, WAFA, said 
Saturday the PLO appeal was 
contained in a message which 
Chairman Yasser Arafat sent to 
the French government Friday. 
U.N. trade sanctions against 
Iraq's oil sales, imposed after its 
1990 invasion of Kuwait, would 
have to be eased to enable the 
United Nations Relief and Works 


Agency for Palestinian Refugees 


(UNRWA) to cash in on the 
offer. 


Mubarak warns 
Iran over Sudan 


KUWAIT (R) — President Ho* 
ni Mubarak, in an interview pub- 
lished Saturday, accused Iran of 
stirring up Muslim fundamental- 
ist unrest in Egypt and said his 
country would confront Tehran if 
it deployed forces in Sudan. Mr. 
Mubarak, quoted by the Kuwaiti 
daily Al Anbaa, said that at 
present there was no Iranian 
military presence in Sudan, 
Egypt's southern neighbour, but 
he added: “We are able to con- 
front (Iran) and we know the 
limits of rbe confrontation. An 
(Iranian) military presence there 
cannot be ignored. It is a factor 
that threatens Egyptian national 
security.” He did not specify 
what he meant by confront. 


Iraqi paper urges 

Mubarak’s 

overthrow 


BAGHDAD (R) — An Iraqi 
newspaper Saturday urged Egyp- 
tians to overthrow President Hos- 
iii Mubarak, hours after the arriv- 
al of a senior Egyptian diplomat 
in Baghdad. “The countdown for 
the present regime has started... 
&nd time is ripe to replace it...," 
declared Babel, the newspaper 
published by President Saddam 
Hussein’s eldest son, in a front- 
page edirorial. Babel’s remarks 
coincided with the arrival of 
Egyptian diplomat Rida Nasr to 
Ireopen the Egyptian mission. 
Babel said Mr. Mubarak bet- 
; -rayed the Iraqi people in the Gulf 
war and his "treachery... cannot 
be obliterated but by a great 
■national action from Egypt of the 
rype that will change the path of 
.history.” 


Bombs explode In Kuwait 


"KUWAIT (R) — Three bombs 
‘exploded in two residential areas 
■.in the suburbs of Kuwait City in 
the past 24 hours but no casual- 
ties were reported, officials said 
.Saturday. They said two bombs 
went off in a park near Kuwait’s 
Holiday Inn Hotel Friday night 
while the third exploded in a 
deserted house in Jeleeb Al 
Shioukh suburb shortly after mid- 
night. They gave no further de- 
tails. 
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Sharif Zeid and 
Qaddoumi review 
peace effort, exiles 

PLO official says U.S. failed to 
uphold principles of 242, 338 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Minis- 
ter Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker and 
the head of the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation’s (PLO) Poli- 
tical Department, Farouq Qad- 
doumi Saturday discussed 
Jordaniau-Palestinian relations, 
coordination in the Middle East 
peace process and the obstacles 
facing the process, the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, said. 

Sharif Zeid and Mr. Qaddoumi 
also discussed the outcome of 
U.S. Secretary of State Warren' 
Christopher's recent visit to the 
region and the American role in 
the peace process. 

The meeting was attended on 
the Jordanian side by Foreign 
Minister Kamel Abu Jaber and 
on the Palestinian side by PLO 
Executive Committee member 
Mahmoud Abbas and Palestinian 
Ambassador to Jordan Al Tayyeb 
Abdul Rahim. 

In a statement to the press after 
the meeting, Mr. Qaddoumi said 
Jordanian and Palestinian views 
on topics discussed were identic- 
al, adding that both sides stressed 
the importance of returning all 
Palestinians expelled by Israel. 

Mr. Qaddoumi accused the 
United States of failing to adhere 
to the basic principles of Middle 
East peace talks. 

“It is not easy to go to a 
settlement that has lost its princi- 
ples that (former U.S.) president 
(George) Bush stated in his initia- 
tive in 1991,” said Mr. Qad- 
doumi. 

At the outset of the peace 
process in October 1991. the U.S. 
administration said negotiations 
would be based on Security 
Council resolutions 242 and 338. 

Palestinian officials have com- 
plained that the Clinton adminis- 
tration has not 'confirmed its 
adherence to those resolutions. 

Last week, the United States 
and Russia sent invitations to the 
negotiators — Israel, Lebanon, 
Syria, Jordan and the Palestinians 
— to return to the peace talks in 
Washington on April 20. 

The Palestinians say they will 
not attend unless Israel repatri- 
ates about 400 Palestinians it 


expelled to South Lebanon in 
December. 

Lebanon, Syria and Jordan are 
to withhold a response until after 
a Damascus meeting of their fore- 
ign ministers with Palestinian 
officials on March 28 and 29. 

U.S. and Israeli officials have 
expressed confidence Arab Par- 
ties to the peace process will 
attend the talks with or without 
Palestinian participation. 

Arab delegations, however, in- 
sist the Arab-Israeli conflict can- 
not be solved without the Palesti- 
nians. 

“Israel has to return all (evic- 
tees) before we resume negotia- 
tions,” Mr. Qaddoumi said after 
a 90-minute meeting with Foreign 
Minister Abu Jaber. 

He rejected a U.S.-brokered 
proposal allowing Israel to re- 
patriate 101 Palestinians im- 
mediately and the rest by year’s 
end. 

“We refuse all deals between 
Israel and the U.S.,” he said. 

Mr. Qaddoumi said European 
countries have promised to work 
towards returning the exiles en 
masse. 

France and Britain have 
strongly condemned the expul- 
sion and urged Israel to repatriate 
the Palestinians. 

Commenting on news reports 
about Israel's quest for separate 
deals with the Arab parties in the 
peace talks. Mr. Qaddoumi said 
an agreement reached during the 
first meeting of Arab countries 
bordering Israel still holds, and 
that while he was in Damascus 
recently it was stressed that a 
comprehensive solution should 
be found. 

Asked whether there were any 
conflicting views between the 
PLO and and the Islamic Resist- 
ance Movement, Hamas, on the 
evictees issue, Mr. Qaddoumi 
said. “Hamas is one faction of the 
national Palestinian movement 
and the PLO is the leadership of 
such movement”. 

He stressed that the PLO was 
concerned in particular in the 
evictees issue despite differences 
in views with Hamas. 


Keating 

claims 

election 

victory 


SYDNEY (AP) ■— Prime Minis- 
ter Paul Keating daimed victory 
for his Labour Party government 
in Saturday's general election. 

With about three-fourths of the 
national vote counted, analysts 
predicted that the government 
would maintain its seven-set 
majority in the House of Repre- 
sentatives- over the opposition 
Liberal-National Coalition. The 
vote breakdown was not im- 
mediately available. 

Last-minute voter surveys had 
shown the 18-year-old Labour 
government and the opposition 



Paul Keating 


coalition in a dead heat. The next 
prime minister will be chosen 
from the winning party. 

Labour strategist Senator Bob 
McMuilan said Labour was sure 
of keeping at least the 74 seats 
needed to form a government in 


(Continued on page 5) 



An Israeli soldier covers for his colleague who checks the identity card of a Gazan north of Khan 
Younls in the occupied Gaza Strip (AFP photo) 


Police chief tells Israelis they 
are permitted to carry weapons 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agendes) — Israel's police chief 
urged Israelis on Saturday to 
cany a pistol as an answer to a 
spate of Palestinian attacks. 

The unusual appeal followed a 
10-day period in which at least six 
Israelis have been killed and ab- 
out a dozen wounded in assaults 
around the country and the occu- 
pied territories. 

Yaacov Temer said police 
planned to beef up patrols around 
the country and put up more 
roadblocks to catch Palestinians 
entering without permits. 

Mr. Temer said on Israel 
Radio that dvilians also could 
help improve security. He esti- 
mated that more than 300,00(1 
Israelis had gun licences. 

“I don't suggest people go 
around with hunting guns, but 
pistols that can be tucked into a 
belt, don't have to be left in the 
safe or a drawer, and it is per- 
missible during such a period as 
this... that people carry their 
weapons on them," he said. 

“We have had several out- 
standing examples of how this 
had helped in the right place,” 
Mr. Temer added, alluding to 
several recent cases in which civi- 
lians halted assailants by shooting 
them before police arrived at the 
scene. 


Left-wing leaders warned of 
possible vigilante actions. 

Referring to recent demonstra- 
tions by Jewish settlers against 
stabbings in the occupied Gaza 
Strip. Education Minister Shuia- 
mit Aloni of the leftist Meretz 
Party said: 

“When 1 see these people riot- 
ing and waving a gun proudly in 
their hands, I very much fear 
what could happen." 

In crowd situations, she added, 
in remarks to industrialists in Tel 
Aviv Friday, “people often cease 
being responsible for their ac- 
tions." 

Police meanwhile said that the 
latest Israeli attack victim, Mon- 
treal bom Yehoshua Fried berg, 
24, an infantry soldier whose 
body was found Friday alongside 
a major highway, was shot three 
or four times in the heart by a 
pistol at close range. 

Israeli troops also found the 
body of a woman settler Friday 
and killed a 17-year-old Palesti- 
nian youth Friday. 

Emunim, an organisation of 
Jewish settlers opposed to any 
territorial compromise in Arab- 
Israeli peace talks, immediately 
condemned Palestinian attacks 
and called for demonstrations to 
force the collapse of the coalition 
government. 


Unknown assailants wounded 
two soldiers when they shot at an 
Israeli army patrol near the occu- 
pied West Bank town of Hebron 
Friday night, military officials 
said. 

They said neither was seriously 
injured. 

Israel Radio said police will 
step up security at the expense of 
other tasks for several weeks. 
Police investigative and intelli- 
gence activities will also ’be en- 
hanced. The number of roadb- 
locks will be increased and extra 
searches conducted along roads 
leading to the occupied territor- 
ies, the radio said. 

The first death announced on 
Friday was Simcha La vie, a 51- 
year-old woman found stabbed 
and hacked to death outside a 
Palestinian town in the Gaza 
Strip. 

Israeli authorities said her body 
was in a mini-bus she used daily 
to cany Palestinian workers from 
the town of Khan Younis to 
Jewish settlements. She had been 
attacked by three Arabs dressed 
as women. 

The soldier, Freidberg, 24, had 
been missing since Sunday but a 
search began only Thursday. His 
body was found near the main 
road to Tel Aviv some 15 
kilometres outside Jerusalem. 


PKK leader reportedly 
ready to halt violence 


ANKARA (R) — Kurdish rebel 
leader Abdullah Ocalan has said 
he is ready to end his guerrilla 
campaign for an independent 
state in southeast Turkey, an 
Iraqi Kurdish official said Satur- 
day. 

Serchil Kazzaz, Ankara repre- 
sentative of the Patriotic Union 
of Kurdistan (PUK), said he bad 
delivered a letter from PUK lead- 
er Jalal Talabani Tuesday to Tur- 
key’s president, prime minister, 
deputy prime minister and fore- 
ign minister. 

About 5,500 people have been 
killed in Turkey, more than 2,000 * 
of them last year, since Mr. Oca- 
lan’s Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK) began its fight for a sepa- 
rate Kurdish state in 1984. 

Mr. Kazzaz told Reuters that 
Mr. Talabani had written the 


letter outlining what he under- 
stood to be Mr. Ocalan’s position 
following recent talks with the 
PKK leader in Syria. 

Mr. Talabani said Mr. Ocalan 
had condemned terrorism and 
declared his preference for peace- 
ful negotiations. He was ready to 
stop armed operations in favour 
of dialogue, which could be con- 
ducted by Kurdish members of 
Turkey’s parliament, not the 
PKK. 

Mr. Taiabani's letter said 
Mr. Ocalan had renounced separ- 
atism! and wished to engage in 
political action within the Turkish 
State. 

Prime Minister Suleyman De- 
mirel told journalists in Ankara 
that he had not yet seen tbe letter 


(Continued on page 5) 


Congress recesses after clipping Yeltsin’s powers 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — The 
Russian congress Saturday ended 
an emergency session that sharply 
President Boris Yeltsin’s power, 
dealing one last blow by rejecting 
the president's proposed referen- 
dum on who should rule Russia. 

The Congress of People’s De- 
puties concluded its four-day ses- 
sion by passing a strongly-worded 
resolution accusing Mr. Yeltsin of 
misusing his authority and ruining 
the economy through his market 
reforms. 

Lawmakers said they had 
“tried to defend the people 
against political adventures, 
chaos and the disintegration of 
Russia.” 

The resolution, passed by a 
vote of 574-104 with 29 absten- 
tions, said the congress had 
strengthened the constitution 
during the session, bur this only 
elicited “sharp disapproval from 
the president.” 


“He proposed to preserve his 
emergency powers. This proposal 
was not supported by the con- 
gress,” the resolution said. 

Mr. Yeltsin's defeat left the rift 
at the heart of Russian politics 
wider than ever. 


ment,” he said in his closing 
speech. “The main thing we 
achieved was the imperative need 
to observe the constitution... 
there is no tragedy, nothing 
dramatic.” 


nationalist opponents of the pres- 
ident failed to get congress to 
impeach him immediately. But 
they made dear they considered * 
the battle far from over. 


Congress also cancelled a re- 
ferendum originally scheduled for 
April 11 on whether Russia 
should have a presidential or 
parliamentary system. 

Mr. Yeltsin has pledged to go 
ahead with a popular vote despite 
opposition from congress, raising 
die prospect that the struggle for 
power may have to be settled by 
force. 


Parliament Chairman Ruslan 
Khasbulatov, buoyant after in- 
flicting defeat after defeat on his 
rival, hailed the session as a 
triumph for stability, democracy 
and the constitution. 

“We did not get full agree- 


One radical Yeltsin supporter, 
Viktor Mironov, suspended his 
deputy's mandate and walked out 
of the Kremlin Grand Palace, 
accusing Mr. Khasbulatov of 
usurping power. 

But as the vote showed, a large 
majority of deputies — elected 
before die collapse of communist 
power in Russia — backed the 
chairman. 

“Congress does not ignore the 
opinion of the people. ’ the re- 
solution said. “Congress tries to 
protect (die people) from politic- 
al adventurism, from chaos and 
the tragedy of tbe disintegration 
of Russia.’’ 

Communist and hardline 


“As long as we do not resolve 
the problem of the president we 
will be unable to resolve the 
problems of the country." Ilya 
Konstantinov of the National 
Salvation Front told reporters. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s spokesman has 
hinted he may impose emergency 
rule. But another hardliner said 
the opposition was prepared for 
this. • 


“Our friends and relatives 
serve in the interior ministry and 
armed forces,” Communist Party 
leader Gennady Zyuganov told a 
news conference. “If the author- 
ities try to use force we will know 
about it beforehand and organise 
public resistance within a consti- 
tutional framework." 


Afghan 
peace team 
visits Iran 


NICOSIA (AP) — Pakistani 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and 
Afghan President Burhanuddin 
Rabbani arrived separately in 
Tehran Saturday to bolster an 
agreement aimed at ending 
Afghanistan’s ethnic and reli- 
gious fighting. 

The Islamic Republic News 
Agency (IRNA) said Mr. Sharif 
was accompanied by Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar, Afghanistan's prime 
minister-designate . 

Mr. Sharif and Mr, Rabbani 
were welcomed at the airport by 
Iran’s president, Hashemi Raf- 
sanjani, IRNA said. 

Last week, rival Afghan fac- 
tions locked in a civil war signed a 
peace accord in Islamabad. 

Mr. Rafsanjani told Mr. Rab- 
bani at the airport That “running 
the government in Afghanistan 
has no advantages and to under- 
take such a responsibility needs 
devotion and self-sacrifice,” 
IRNA reported. 

He assured Mr. Rabbani that 
Islamic countries would grant 
funds Afghanistan needs for re- 
construction, once there is peace. 

Mr. Sharif, Mr. Rabbani and 
Mr. Hekmatyar were in Mecca, 
Saudi Arabia, ealier this week, 
where the Afghan leaders vowed 
to uphold the peace pact at 
Islam's holiest city. 

The agreement was endorsed 
in Mecca by Hezb-e-Wahdat, a 
coalition of Shiite Muslim groups 
with allegiances to Shiite Iran. 

The larger Sunni factions are 
backed by Pakistan. 

Afghanistan has been gripped 
by turmoil for 15 years. Last year, 
after ousting President Najibul- 
lah, whose regime had been back- 
ed by Moscow and a 115.000- 
strong army from the former 


(Continued on page 5) 


Assad and Hrawi hold 
talks on peace process 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Lebanon and Syria opened sum- 
mit talks in Damascus Saturday 
on the twin problems of stalled 
Middle East talks and Israel's 
expulsion of 415 Palestinians. 

Syrian officials said Lebanese 
President Elias Hrawi and his 
host Hafez Al Assad were also 
discussing bilateral cooperation. 

The talks precede a March 28 
ministerial meeting of Arab par- 
ties to negotiations with Israel — 
Syria. Lebanon, Jordan and the 
Palestinians. 

The meeting in Damascus will 
consider a joint Arab response to 
invitations sent by co-sponsors 
Russia and the United States to a 
ninth round of Middle East talks, 
stalled since Israel’s mass expul- 
sions on Dec. 17. 

Diplomats said Mr. Assad was 
expected to brief Mr. Hrawi on 
Syria’s consultations with Arab 
states over the past week on 
finding a solution to the expel- 
lees’ crisis. 

Lebanon refused to allow and 
the exiles, 396 of whom remain 
stranded at a tent camp in South 
Lebanon. 

Tbe United States and Russia 
have invited Arabs and Israelis to 
resume the talks on April 20 but 
Palestinians refuse to go until 


Israel pledges to abandon expul- 
sion. 

The expelled Palestinians - 
uiged Syria and Lebanon Satur- 
day not to yield to pressure to 
return to talks before their prob- 
lem is resolved. 

Expellee spokesman Abdul 
Aziz Al Rantisi said he believed 
Arab states would not agree to 
resume talks before Israel 
accepted to take back all the 
exiles as demanded by a U.N. 
Security Council resolution. 

“President Assad and Presi- 
dent Hrawi understand the (ex- 
pellees') case and they realise the 
urgent need to close the (expul- 
sions) door forever. 

. “I am sure that the dignity of 
the two presidents does not allow 
them to back down from their 
positions in front of the Zionist 
intransigence. We trust that the 
Syrian and Lebanese stands 
would remain in support of the 
deportees case.” 

Officials said the Lebanon- 
Syria summit would also review 
the outcome of the Middle East 
peace process since it was bun- 
dled in Madrid in October 1991. 
Tie two presidents would also 
adopt a common strategy towards 


(Continued on page 5) 


Iran’s nuclear chief 
denies seeking arms 


TEHRAN (R) — Iran’s atomic 
energy chief denied Saturday 
Western reports that Tehran was 
seeking nuclear weapons but said 
it wanted to expand using nuclear 
technology for peaceful purposes. 

Reza Amrollahi, director- 
general of the Atomic Energy 
Organisation, told reporters that 
Iran fully complied with the nuc- 
lear Non-Proliferation Treaty 
(NPT) and would not follow 
North Korea’s lead to withdraw 
from the pact. 

Western intelligence offidals 
and politidans charge that Iran 
has a major nuclear arms prog- 
ramme and might develop a nuc- 
lear device as early as the year 
2000, partly with the help of 
experts and equipment from for- 
mer Soviet republics. 

Mr. Amrollahi said Iran 
wanted to keep the Middle East 
free of nudear weapons against 
the wishes of the United States 
and Israel, which is widely be- 
lieved to have nuclear bombs. 

“The pressure (on Iran) is 
purely political, our budget is less 
than one-thousand of Israel’s ato- 


mic budget," he said, without . 
giving figures. 

"They want to demonise us 
because we are independent. But 
we don’t have a bomb, nor are we 
seeking one — we oppose nudear 
weapons because of our convic- 
tions.” 

He said the Western allega- 
tions also served to cover up the 
threat posed by what he said was 
an arsenal of 2 00 atomic bombs 
held by Israel which, untike Iran, 
had not signed the NPT. 

Asked about an announcement 
Friday by Nortn Korea, an arms 
supplier to Iran, that it was with- 
drawing from the nuclear limita- 
tion pact, Mr. Amrollahi said: 
“We adhere to the NPT. It is our 
country’s decision not to seek 
nudear weapons.” 

Mr. Amrollahi. who is a vice- 
president, noted a report last year 
by tbe International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA), the 
U.N.'s nudear watchdog, that 
inspection of a limited number of 
Iran's nudear farilities turned up 


(Continued on page 5) 


Death penalty sought 
in Moroccan sex trial 


RABAT (R) — The prosecution 
in a Moroccan sex trial has de- 
manded tbe death penalty for a 
senior police officer alleged to 
have held orgies at his bachelor 
flat, the official news agency 
MAP said Saturday. 

Haj Mohammad Mustapha 
Taber, married with two wives 
and five children, is charged with 
rape, deflowering virgins, indting 
debauchery, abduction and 
assault in orgies staged at his 
bachelor flat. 

Lawyers said Mr. Tabet, chief 
police commissioner in charge of 
the special branch in a Casablan- 
ca district, argued the women 
were willing sexual partners. He 
told the court he suffered from 
sexual obsessions and denied us- 
ing violence. 

During an all-night session at a 
Casablanca criminal court. Pro- 
secutor Nourredine Riahi deman- 
ded that Mr. Tabet, 54, be put to 
death. 

The court was told the officer 
made 118 pornographic videos 
involving 518 women and girls 
without their knowledge over a 
period of years with remote- 
controlled cameras in his flat. 

The trial i$ being held behind 
closed doors, with marathon 


night-time sessions. 

Mr. Riahi demanded life im- 
prisonment for the chief of secur- 
ity in Mr. Tabet’s district, Police 
Commissioner Ahmad Ouachi. 

Mr. Ouachi is charged with 
obstructing justice and destroying 
evidence in an attempted cover- 
up. He is alleged to have broken 
into Mr. Tabet’s flat after it had 
been sealed by investigators. 

The prosecution demanded 
penalties ranging from three to 20 
years imprisonment each for 15 
alleged accomplices, including 
four other senior police officers. 

The “Tabetgate scandal" has 
touched off protests from 
women’s and human rights 
groups over what they called im- 
morality and depravity in high 
places. 

In a statement on Saturday, the 
opposition Socialist Union of 
People’s Forces demanded “the 
resignation of everyone linked to 
this affair in the security 
department, in the government 
and magistral re.” 

Earlier this week the govern- 
ment said Mr. Tabet’s behaviour 
should not be allowed to tarnish 
the image of the police force as a 
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Doris. E. Gardiner 

Wife of Tony. W.P. 

Gardiner passed away Saturday March 13. 

Condolences will be held at Hommar 
from 10. a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday March 15. 
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Stop violence, talk peace, 
U.S. tells feuding Somalis 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — The 
United States told Somalia’s 
feuding factions Friday that it 
would only help rebuild Somalia 
if they stopped killing and talked 
peace. 

The warning was delivered at 
fund-raising talks for Somalia a 
few days before its feuding fac- 
tions hold a national reconcilia- 
tion conference to restore some 
form of government. 

Richard Cobb, bead of the 
U-S. delegation to the three-day 
money meeting, said continued 
violence and the killings of aid 
workers forces the donor com- 
munity “to ask whether helping 
Somalia is worth the risks." 

“While we have come together 
here to pledge our commitment 
to a relief and rehabilitation plan 
for Somalia, I want to stress the 
United States' views that any 
commitments made here are con- 
tingent upon the successful 
efforts of Somalis to engage in 
peaceful, sincere political nego- 
tiations," he said. 

"Continued episodes of vio- 
lence that disrupt concerted 
worid efforts now under way to 
help Somalis could lead eventual- 
ly to them saying no to Somalis’ 
request for assistance." 

Three aid workers have been 
killed by Somalis since die United 
States spearheaded a multina- 
tional military operation in De- 
cember to stop the plundering of 
relief for the starving. 

Violence erupted this month in 
a dan dispute that brought relief 
work in the capital to a halt and 
killed scores of people in the 
southern port of Kismayu. 

The conference brings together 
representatives of donor coun- 
tries, international organisations 
and about 160 Somalis and is 
aimed at raising 166.5 million. 

On Monday the United Na- 
tions sponsors talks between the 
main 15 factions to try to set up 
an interim government in a coun- 


try which has known nothing but 
dan war and anarchy since dicta- 
tor Mohammad Siad Bane was 
toppled in January 1991. 

James Glaze, British ambassa- 
dor to Ethiopia, said a U.N. 
rehabilitation plan for Somalia 
made no distinction between the 
war-ravaged south and the break- 
away northern region which calls 
itself Somaliland. 

He had recently visited die 
north and said “a recovery initi- 
ated and controlled by the local 
population rather than by the 
international community bas be- 
gun." 

“Well-trained police, unpaid 
and their uniforms and boots 
provided free by local mer- 
chants" existed in Hargeisa and 
Burao. he said, but regular 
appeals to the U.N. and other 
donors to support the police bad 
fallen on deaf ears. 

“We condemned the trouble- 
makers. But it really is time we 
held out a hand to the peacemak- 
ers and gave some publicity to the 
fact that in large areas of Soma- 
lia. Somalia peacemakers are at 
work and we can work with 
them," he said. 

The U.N. plans to put hun- 
dreds of troops into northern 
Somalia when it takes over com- 
mand from the United States of 
multinational forces in the coun- 
try. U.S. commanders have made 
no attempt to send troops into the 
north. 

The U.N. says it does not want 
to make a distinction between 
southern Somalia, scene of the 
worst fighting and Amine, and 
the north, and warns that dan 
war and the establishment of 
gangland fiefdoms is gaining hold 
in northern parts also. 

Belgium may review mission 

Belgium will review its peace 
mission in Somalia if more of its 
paratroopers are killed there, De- 
fence Minister Leo Delcroix was 


quoted as saying Saturday. 

“If such accidents with deaths 
as a result should multiply in the 
next weeks or months, we’ll have 
to review our tasks," Leo De- 
lcroix told Belgian radio. 

Three Belgian paratroopers 
were killed and two injured Fri- 
day after a mine exploded under 
one of their jeeps. 

Another died after an accident 
at the airport of Kismayu, where 
most Belgian troops are based as 
part of Operation Restore Hope. 

“We came here to help, to 
make peace possible, to bring 
food. We did not come here to let 
ourselves get slaughtered," Mr. 
Delcroix said. 

He said Belgian troops could 
reduce their sphere of activity if 
the fatal mishaps continued, but 
he stopped short of saying Bel- 
gian troops might pull out 
altogether. 

Nearly 860 Belgian soldiers 
monitor an area about twice the 
size of their own country. 

Belgian troops began arriving 
in Somalia last December for the 
U.S. -led relief operation. The 
American contingent is due to 
return home over the next few 
months. 

Friday's accident happened 
outside the village of Hoosingo, 
160 kilometres west of Kismayu 
where most Belgian troops are 
based. 

The soldiers were on patrol 
near the village in two jeeps. One 
stopped on the edge of a crater 
and and the other was parking 
behind it when the mine went off 
beneath the second vehicle, 
armed forces press chief Colonel 
Guy Vervotte told a news con- 
ference. 

“This realty was an accident, 
normally you would expect that if 
you follow in someone else’s 
tracks nothing will happen," he 
said. The blast killed two men in 
die second jeep and one in the 
first. 


U.S. : Problem is not with Islam 


WASHINGTON (R) — The Un- 
ited States is concerned by the 
increase of extremists in Islamic 
groups who are willing to use 
violence, a State Department 
.official said. Friday. 

“Our problem is not with 
Islam. It is with those who use 
violence and terror to advance 
their political objectives," Tho- 
mas McNamara, the State De- 
partment’s coordinator for 
counter-terrorism, told a House 
of representatives foreign affairs 
sub-committee. “There has been 
a disturbing, recent emergence of 
new, radical groups that engage 
in terror to enhance their political 
agenda,” Mr. McNamara said at 
the hearing. 

He said it was too soon to tell if 
any foreign country or group was 
involved in the Worid Trade Cen- 
tre bombing. 

The three suspects arrested so 
far are all of Middle East origin. 
Investigators say two of the men 
received several thousand dollars 


from Germany and Britain but 
there is no proof the money was 
spent in connection with the 
bombing. 

.^American Arab and Muslim 
groups have denounced the 
bombing and President Bin Clin- 
ton has urged Americans not to 
jump to any conclusions about 
who was responsible for the Feb. 
26 blast that killed five people 
and caused extensive damage. 

The department lists Cuba, 
Iran, Iraq, Libya, North Korea 
and Syria as countries that spon- 
sor terrorism. “Twq other na- 
tions, Pakistan and Sudan, re- 
main under review as possible 
additions to the list of state spon- 
sors," Mr. McNamara said. 

He said Sudan had dose ties 
with Iran and allowed several 
groups such as Hamas to operate 
in the country. “We have asked 
them to change their behaviour," 
he said. 

Security consultant Brian Jenk- 
ins said the New York bombing 


demonstrated the vulnerability of 
the United States. He said the 
United States and U.S. citizens 
were prime targets because the 
United States is blamed for many 
of the world’s problems. 

“Terrorism from foe Middle 
East remains the greatest ter- 
rorist threat to the United 
States," Mr. Jenkins said. 

He said Britain’s long experi- 
ence with carbombs and other 
blasts shows that it was virtually 
impossible to prevent bombings 
in public places. 

The subcommittee approved a 
resolution condemning Malta for 
its release last month of Moham- 
mad Ali Rezaq, who was con- 
victed in the 1985 hijacking of an 
Egyptian airliner to Malta that 
left 60 people dead, including one 
American. 

Mr. Rezaq bad been sentenced 
to 25 years in prison, but was 
allowed to leave Malta over U.S. 
objections. 


Egypt holds 4 for religious debate 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Egypt has 
detained four Western Christians 
after they engaged Egyptian Mus- 
lims in religious debate, a spokes- 
man for the group said Saturday. 

Randy Hoffman said that three 
weeks ago police raided the 
homes of three Americans and a 
New Zealander linked to a U.S.- 
based firm. 

An Egyptian Interior Ministry 
official confirmed (he four were 
detained but declined to give 
further details. 

A statement by the firm. In- 
dustrial Systems and Compo- 
nents, said the men were being 
held on suspicion on “exploiting 
religion to debase Islam and to 
foment sectarian sedition.” 

They were deprived of sleep 
for the first 40 hours of their 
detention, forced to squat in cor- 


ners for 10 hours at a time, 
blindfolded and ordered not to 
speak, it added. 

Mt. Hoffman said the firm 
distributed makeshift housing, 
used computers and other items 
in the Middle East for small and 
medium-sized U.S. companies. 
The company, he added, did not 
operate directly in Egypt, but 
used an Egyptian agent. 

He described the four as 
businessmen linked to a group of 
firms based in Warrenton, Virgi- 
nia. The Americans were em- 
ployees of firms in the group, the 
New Zealander a consultant. 

“It seems to stem from their 
contacts with Egyptians when 
they asked about their religious 
beliefs and explained their own," 
Mr. Hoffman told Reuters by 
telephone. 


Egypt’s 90 per cent Muslim 
majority is forbidden by law to 
convert to Christianity or other 
religions. The country’s own 
Coptic Christian minority com- 
plains it is not allowed the same 
freedom to practise religion as 
Muslims. 

Under emergency law, in force 
in Egypt since 1981. suspects can 
be detained almost indefinitely 
without charge by a series of 
court orders. 

Extremists on trial 

Forty-three suspected Muslim 
extremists on trial for allegedly 
attacking tourists and trying to 
overthrow the government 
daimed Saturday they were being 
tortured and asked to be moved 
to a military prison. 




ARRAIGNED: Nidal Ayyad (centre), a Palestinian- American 
charged with helping the Feb. 26 Worid Trade Centre bombing, is 
led oat of court Friday after his a rr ai g n ment (AFP photo) 

U.S. group cites 
poor Syrian record 
on respect for rights 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
Syria may have one of the world’s 
poorest records of human rights 
abuses against scientists, health 
professionals and engineers over 
the last 10 years, according to a 
report issued by the National 
Academy of Sciences (NAS). 

During the past 10 years, 
NAS’s Committee on Human 
Rights has monitored, and inter- 
ceded* in tfte cafies of 287 of these 
professionals who have been im- 
prisoned in Syria for political 
reasons, the report states. 

Many of those imprisoned have 
been tortured, denied medical 
attention and legal counsel, and 
were held without charges for pro- 
longed periods of time, NAS re- 
ports. NAS believes 49 of the 287 
have been released, but has been 
unable to confirm the names of 
those released due to “the secre- 
tive manner in which human 
rights cases are handled by the 
Syrian government.” 

“Syria may well be the country 
with the highest number of scien- 
tists detained for political reasons 
in the world,” the report states. 

“It’s been a great tragedy — 
both personally for those in- 
volved, and for the country as a 
whole,” said Eliot Stellar, chair 
of the Committee on Human 
Rights and chairman of the De- 
partment of Cell and Develop- 
ment Biology at the University of 
Pennsylvania. 

“All the while, Syria could 
have been benefiting from the 
professional talents of these peo- 
ple. Instead, they have oeen 
rounded up by the dozens and 
locked away for years," Mr. Stel- 
lar said. 

The report states that during 
the late 1970s and early 1980s, 
Syrian engineering, medical and 
other professional associations 
protested the governments’ state 
of emergency and called for hu- 
man rights reform. These protests 
led to the arrest of scores of 
professionals and the dissolution 
of their associations. 

The report notes that recently 
the Syrian government “bas 
shown some interest in improving 


its human rights record." Syria 
announced the release of more titan 
3,500 political detainees in 1991 
and 1992, a step the NAS called 
“praiseworthy.” 

This step, however, “is in 
effect diminished by Syria’s stub- 
born refusal to identify the names - 
of those released,” NAS states. 
The report also notes that the 
' release of .prisoners has “gone' 

1 band id baud' with new arrests of 
others’ (who engage) in human rights 
work, undertake political activity 
or express their political opin- 
ions.” 

The NAS calls on Syria to 
make public the names of the 
political prisoners and detainees 
it has released and provide in- 
formation on those still held in 
detention and imprisonment. It 
asks that those who have been 
released be “allowed to resume 
their careers and faculty posi- 
tions." 

The report calls on Syria to 
“live up to its commitments 
under the Internationa] Covenant 
on Crvil and Political Rights, 
which it ratified," and stop the 
continued detention and impris- 
onment of scientists on polil 1 
grounds. 

Those now being held “should 
be released immediately and un- 
conditionally reintegrated into 
Syrian life,” while those who 
have been formally charged 
“should receive prompt, fair and 
public trials." the NAS states. 

The NAS also calls on the 
Syrian government to end the 
state of emergency, halt the prac- 
tice of torture and inhumane 
treatment of detainees and pris- 
oners and allow international hu- 
man rights organisations inside 
Syria. 

The committee “hopes that 
publication of its report and the 
drcnlation of its lists of names, 
will encourage the Syrian govern- , 
ment to account for these who 
have been released and those I 
who remain jailed and take 
genuine steps to improve its bu- . 
man rights record," Prof. Stellar ' 
said. I 


Arab and 
Muslim 
groups urge 
media 
sensitivity 

WASHINGTON (USIA} — 
Representatives of the Muslim 
and Arab- American communities 
have strongly condemned the 
bombing of the Worid Trade 
Centre in New York last month 
and called on the media to refrain 
from describing the incident as an 
act of “Muslim terrorism." 

“We- unequivocally condemn 
the bombing .in New York," 
Abdul Rahman Al Amoudi, ex- 
ecutive director of the American 
Muslim Council (AMQ. stressed 
during a press briefing Friday at 
the Foreign Press Centre. 

Hie three suspects being held 
in connection with the bombing 
of the Worid Trade Centre in 
New York Gty Feb. 26 are Mus- 
lims. This feet, however, should 
not lead the media to portray the 
incident as an act on Muslim 
“terrorism,” Khatil Jahshan, ex- 
ecutive director of the National 
Association of Arab Americans 
(NAAA), said. 

Pointing to the violent stand- 
off in Waco, Texas, between law 
enforcement authorities and the 
Brandi Davidians, a Christian- 
sect, Mr. Jahshan said the media 
bas not depicted the action of this 
sect as “Christian terrorism." 

- The media, however, has not 
shown the same sensitivity to- 
wards the suspects being held in 
connection with the Worid Trade 
Centre bombing, be said. 

The American Muslim Council 
issued a statement March 11 
urging “the media to be circums- 
pect in the coverage of tin s ex- 
tremely sensitive issue. We must 
remember that individual sus- 
pects, and not the Muslim com- 
munity, are on trial." 

Mr. Jahshan noted that hate 
crimes against Arab Americans 
and Muslims are directly con- 
nected to Middle East conflicts 
and incidents of terrorism. He 
pointed out that bate crimes 
against Arab Americans in- 
creased 300 per cent during the 
Gulf war. 

While public reaction to the 
bombing ?iias been more control- 
led than in the past,” the Arab 
American and Muslim communi- 
ties are concerned about repris- 
als, he said. 

Arab- American and Muslim 
organisations in the United States 
are working to sensitise the media 
and officials on this issue and 
their efforts are already paying- 
off, Mr. Jahshan said. 

Arab- American and Muslim 
groups have given dozens of in- 
terviews and issued statements 
both condemning the bombing 
and calling for tolerance, he 
noted. 

These orga n isa ti ons have also 
contacted reporters, asking them 
to show more sensitivity towards 
the Muslim community in their 
news reports, Mr. Jahshan said. 
These reporters “have responded 
positively and are showing more 
sensitivity” on this issue, he 
added. 

Arab- American and Muslim j 
groups are also asking the media i 
to offer positive coverage of their I 
communities, Mr. Jahshan Said. 1 
Many major news organisations 
are now working on in-depth : 
analyses of the Arab-American ; 
and Muslim communities, he 
said, 

Mr. Jahshan commended Pres- 
ident Bill Clinton’s statement 
March 5 asking the American 
people “not to jump to conclu- 
sions" in regards to the bombing. 
However, “we would like to see a 
more detailed statement “from 
President Clinton calling for 
tolerance, Mr. Jahshan said. 

Mr. Jahshan noted that the 
Arab-American and Muslim 
communities “have made prog- 
ress” m expanding acceptance 

and tolerance. 
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bombing wiD be ^J^^dentified 

nrosecutor says. Al Salam Mo^“^ n van daJised two days aitev 
suspect in the bombing worships- It Carmen MessanO 

March 4. Hudson Robert Broadwa- 

said his office will determine /window and i ctaj 

ter. Mr. Broadwater lS . ac P^ aturt j a y by throwing pieces of 
sign at the mosque early krt meter reader and repairman 

pipe, police said. Mr. Broadwater ameterrea e&tcd Thursday 

forihe Jersey City sewerage /^£^^ eIS ey Gty is a New 
evening at his Jersey Crty ho** 1 ®* criminal mischief, a disorderly 
York suburb. He was digged jail and SUM in 

persons offense, mad fa® 6 * 1 “P m ue was vandalised eight days 
Sms it blast that killed at least five 

after the Feb. 26 World Trade Ue ^ suspects accused of 
people and injured 1^0. *? hamfna d Salameh of Jersey City. 

Broadwater could not be reached 

for comment Friday. 

Cyprus, Belarus initial air agreement 

NICOSIA (R)- 

c^r tta ‘ flisMS 

expected to begin by the end of the year. 

King Fahd to give $7.6m for worm disease 


four annual payments of $1.9 million to the Carter 

Centre and the World Health C^isabon Thurs^y 

dtv of Atlanta. The money will be used to set up speaai 

departments in health ministries to tackle guinea wonn disease. 

caused by drinking water infected ^th guineawonn 
larvae. The worm grows through painful sores. Health workers 
from the centre, nra l^rroerU-S. President 
treated infested ponds in Ghana to filter the worm lanrae from the 
water. In 1992, Ghana cut its rate of infestation in halt to 
The SPA quoted the centre as saying programmes wouM take place 
in Uganda, Kenya, Ethiopia, and Sudan. Nigeria has the highest 
rate of infestation with 281,937 cases in 1991. 

Greek court rejects call for retrial of bombing case 

ATHENS (R) — A Greek appeals court Friday rejected a request 
for tiie retnal of a Palestinian jailed for bombing a Pan American 
»iriinp-r in 15)82. Mohammad Rashid’s lawyers bad argued that a j 
court, which sentenced him to an 18-year jail term in January 1992 j 
for planting the bomb and premeditated murder, lacked authority 
to hear the case. The bomb, which exploded on the plane over 
Hawaii, killed a Japanese and wounded 15 passengers. The three 
judges in that court found the 42ryear-old Palestinian guilty by a 2-1 
majority. Mr. Rashid’s lawyers had sought a retrial by judges and a 
jury, and they challenged the retroactive application of an 
anti-terrorism law in the case. The lawyers said after the request 
was rejected that they would now focus on having Mr. Rashid's 
sentence cut. He was arrested at Athens airport in May 1988 on a 
tip-off by American authorities. Greece rejected an extradition 
request by the United States and put Mr. Rashid on trial. The 
self-avowed officer in tiie Palestine Liberation Organisation has 
always maintained be was a victim of mistaken identity and had 
nothing to do with tiie attack. 

U AE president to set up $1 b charity fund 

DUBAI (R) — The president of the United Arab Emirates (U AE) 
issued a law Friday setting up a 3.67 billion dirhams ($1 billion) 
charity organisation. The Emirate News Agency said the charity 
would start work in August, carrying out humanitarian work and 
Dividing mosques, Islamic schools and research centres in the UAE 
and abroad -The Zaid Ben Sultan Al Nahayan Humanitarian and 
Charitable Deeds Establishment, named after the UAE president 
woi*l also support the propqgation of Islam, the agency said. The 
UAE, a ma ] °r ofl producer, sent troops and relief aid to Somalia, 
the UAE president has also contributed more than $3 million from 
bis personal money for humanitarian aid to Bosnian Muslims. 

Polish protest extradition in Iraq arms case 

WARSAW (R) — Workers at a Polish arms factory protested 
Friday against Germany s plan to extradite their #»» ^ TOIes , 
United States on chafes of smi^g ^tol'ST^ *° V* 
accord the U.S- of trying to 

international arms trade. About 200 worker 2SF2?* ?« ,n f* 1 ® 
arms factory in the central town 
the German and U.S. embassies 


apvonoer, five other Poles and a US dtiW Ml 

violating a United Nations trade embark bv^m^n U ? PeCtCd 4 
weaponry to Iraq via the United StateT AH 2 “"“S* 1 

are held in a New York prison for trial ThJZSPiipL S** 011 * 
Jbc S^rament has repeated^ asted^T?* 
extradite Mr. Szwonder for heaithreasons -S'" Germany not t 
argues that it is bound by an agreement wfth th. fT°? n A° vemmcr 
deasiOT to extradite. The^S^i^£^? n,t ® d S ?t« in ii 
arranged by a “committee to defend ^ 65 bee 

toter handed to 

Uader Grzegora i Czyzmakowsld accS S*"* 
pn^on^Tbepmpose of the Un,ted States c 

“ Aminat 


Accwding to Bonn officials a in Germar 

Gcrniao amhontu* agreed to another' proto = 
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17*30 Revcscfenfants 

17:40 LcsCtadcForiBoyard 

IMB News in French 

19:15 Lc Journal dc L*ht«oirc 

19J0 Ncwsm Hebrew 

2*00 News in Arabic 
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21:10 Equinox 
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OS:44 (Sunrise) Dutu 
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CHURCHES 

SL Mary ofNnaredi Church SwdDch, 

Td. 810740 

Assemblies «f God Church. Td. 
63278S. 

St. Joseph Church TcL 624590. 
Church of the Amnutdatien Td. 
637440. 

Dc In Suae Church Td. 661757 
Tcrmuuta Ouurh Td: 622366 
Church or the Aunuudutina Td. 
623541. 


AngDenu Church Td. 630851. Td. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 

771331. 

Armenian OrUwdox Church Tel. 
775261. 

St- Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 

A n un an Inlcnurilaaal Church Td. 
682208. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
824328. 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Safaris Tel. 823824, 654932 
Chmt* of Naarene Tcl.675691. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by Ok DcpmrtmcaX of 
Mctcorotogy. 

Ii wit! be partly doudy and tempera- 
tures will be below ihc annual average. 
Winds wiD be westerly light to moder- 
ate. In Aqaba, winds wiU be northerly 
moderate and seas atm. 
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Amman 

Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan Valley ... 


MraJMix. temp. 

2/12 

— 9/21 

re. 1/14 

7/20 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: Am- 
man 12. Aqaba 21. Humidty reading 
Amman 48 per cent. Aqaba 31 per 
ran. 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Babjat Bader 

Dr. Hnham Kara an ........... 

Dr. Yabf> Abdul Rabun 

Dr. Matuuood Al Hindi 

firo pharmacy 

Ferdow* pharmacy 

Al Ascnta pharmacy 

Nahoukh pharmacy — 

Al SatuB pharmacy 

Yacoub pharmacy 

Shmcwani pharmacy 

Najib pharmacy . — 


nranh 

Dr. Nabcd Abd Ota __ 
Aiq iids pharmacy .. — 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Misbah Al HLjjawi , 
Khnftfc fr pharmacy .... 


.... 849362 
....790286 
....736072 

898787 

.... 661912 
.... 778336 
... 637055 
.... 623672 

636730 

644945 
.... 637660 
....847632 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Came & 

GviT Defence Department « 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue re £ 

Gvil Defence Emergency 

Rescue Police 192.621111.6: 

'Fire Brigade 81 

Blood Bank ...T 

Highway Police » 

Traffic Police 8! 

Pubfi c Scanty Depannnt C 

Hotel Complaints « 

Price Complainta 6< 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints — — 8? 

Amman Mumeip&Iity 

CompUints — 71 

Telephone Informs boo 

(directory assistance) 

Overseas Chib 01 

Ccmnd Amman Telephone 

Repairs - C 

Abdafi Telephone Repairs ..... 6< 

Jordan Television T 

Radio Jordan Tt 

Water Authority — ... — 61 

Jordan Scetrkity Authority ...8] 


Electric Power 

Company... 636381 

RJ Flight Information ......... 08-53200 

Queen Alia lAll. Airport. 68-53200 

HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Huflcia Mctfical Centre 

Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn .. 
Ablch Maternity, J. Amn... 
Jabal Amman Maternity «... 

Malhas. J. Amman ... 

Palestine. Shmcbani 

Shnwaani Hospital ......... 

Univerrity Hospital 

Ai-M washer Hospital 

The Islamic. Abdah 

Ai-AUi. Abdafi 

Italian. Al-Mubajrecn 

At-Basfrir, J. Asfarafich 

Army. Marks 

Queen Afia Hospital 

Areal Hospital 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital ...... | 


Zaraa National r 

ItmSina Hospital 

AUfikma Modem HotpRaJ 


813813/32 
. 644281/6 
. 642441/2 
.... 642362 
... 636140 
. 664171/4 
... 669131 
.... 845845 
. 667227/9 
666127/37 
. 664164ft 
. 777101/3 
775111/26 
89161 ms 
60224050 
_ 674155 


[09)986732 

(09)990990 


BUKD: 

Princess Banna Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 
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women’s advice office 


AMMAN (J.T.) — On the occa- 
sion of International Women’s 
Day and in continuing efforts to 
enhance the role of women in 
Jordan, Her Majesty Queen 
Noor Saturday inaugurated the 
Consultation Services Branch in 
Zarqa, a service provided by the 
Business and Professional 
Women’s Club (BPWC). 

Prior to the inauguration, the 
Queen attended a small cere- 
mony at the Chamber of Com- 
merce in Zarqa, where she distri- 
buted gifts and certificates to 15 
women for their distinguished 
efforts and accomplishments in 
the industrial sector. 

Following the inauguration 


ceremony, the Queen toured the 
office premises where produc- 
tions of the club beneficiaries 
were exhibited. She also toured 
the Information and Documenta- 
tion Centre for Women’s Studies 
and was briefed on the Legal Aid 
Programme. 

Queen Noor was received by 
the governor of Zarqa. the chief 
of police, the president of the 
Chamber of Commerce in Zarqa, 
the administrative committee of 
die BPWC. and other, govern- 
ment officials. 

Her Majesty was accompanied 
by Her Royal Highness Princess 
Alia Al Faisal, Mrs. Ina’am A1 
Mufti, and Mrs. Nour tzziddine. 
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HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 

Cabinet approves JD 5m advance to Health Ministry 

AMMAN (Petra) - — The Cabinet Saturday approved the request 
by the Health Ministry to draw JD 5 million from its 1994 budget 
to cover costs of contracts for purchasing drugs, and medical 
appliances in 1993. These supplies are urgently needed at health 
centres and government hospitals. Also Saturday, the Cabinet 
approved the establishment of an embassy at the resident 
ambassador’s level in Tashkent, capital of Uzbekstan. The 
decision to establish an embassy there comes in the wake of a visit 
by a senior level delegation headed by Chief Chamberlain Prince 
Raad Ben Zeid to the independent Islamic states. 

Abu Jaber reviews bilateral relations with British envoy 

AMMAN (Petra) — Foreign Minister Kamel Abu Jaber reviewed 
with visiting Assistant Under Secretary of the British Foreign 
Office for Middle Eastern Affairs Michael Burton bilateral 
relations and means of enhancing them in all fields. The two 
officials also exchanged views on the latest political developments 
iii the region. Ministry Secretary General Hussein Hamami also 
met with Mr. Burton and discussed with him issues of common 
interest. 

Government to pay salaries before Eid 

AMMAN (Petra) — Civil servants will cash their salaries before 
the Eid (A1 Fttr holiday). Ministry of Finance sources said 
Saturday. Staff salaries are normally paid around the end of each 
month. 

House speaker receives Russian, Iranian envoys 

AMMAN (Petra) — Speaker of the Lower House of Parliament 
Abdul Latif Arabiyat Saturday received the Russian ambassador 
to Jordan and reviewed with him scopes of bilateral cooperation 
in the parliamentary field. The Russian ambassador delivered to 
Dr. Arabiyat a message from the President of the Supreme Soviet 
Council, in which he extended an invitation to a Jordanian 
'parliamentary delegation to visit Russia. Also Saturday Dr. 
Arabiyat received die Iranian charge d'affaires in Jordan and 
discussed with him means.of enhancing bilateral, relations in the 
'parlifcmtofara'fi&d. r ‘ ■ ‘ 

Abu Dhabi receives Jordan’s envoy 

ABU DHABI (Petra) — Chairman of the Federal National 
Council of the United Arab Emirates (UAE) Ben Abdullah A1 
Muhairabi Saturday received Jordan's ambassador to the UAE 
Awad Abu Obeid who congratulated him on his recent election as 
council chairman. Mr. Muhairabi and Mr. Abu Obeid discussed 
the latest developments in the Arab arena and issues'of common 
interest. Mr. Abu Obeid briefed Mr. Muhairabi on parliamentary 
life in Jordan and the democrat! sati on process. Mr. Muhairabi 
stressed the need to enhance parliamentary cooperation between 
the two countries and welcomed Jordan's participation in an Abu 
Dhabi fair which will be opened in mid-April. 

Ministry, Caritas to open exhibit in A1 Fuheis 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Social Development Amin Awad 
Mashaqbeh Monday will open an exhibition of handicrafts in A! 
Fuheis city organised by the Jordan Caritas Society, according to 
Society Director General Father Mousa Adeli. Father Adeli said 
the society has started distributing food supplies to needy families 
in the Mahes and Umm Al Ussoud areas, in a drive to help the 
needy before the end of Ramadan and the beginning of the Eid Al 
Fitr feast. 

Woman to head new division at Labour Ministry 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry of Labour has established a 
new division for working women and appointed Itaf Halasa as 
head of this division. The new division will be responsible for 
collecting data and statistical information on the status of working 
women and problems facing them. It will also maintain coordina- 
tion and cooperation with official and national institutions 
concerned with working women. The division will further work 
out solutions to individual problems faring working. women in the 
local labour market. 

Amman to host regional education meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — A two-day regional consultation on the 
educational renovation programme in the Arab states will be held 
here on Apr. 17, according to Director General of the Education- 
al Planning, Development and Research Department at the 
Ministry of Education Wajib Al Farah. ’pie meetings will dipiss 
working papers on the programme’s achievements at the national 
and pan-Arab levels, and re-examine the plan of action adopted 
by the Sixth Consultancy. Participants will also discuss means of 
ensuring the smooth flow of information and exchange of 
expertise in the field on education among the participating 
countries. Talcing part in the conference will be Iraq, Algeria, 
Bahrain, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Oman, Sudan, Syria, Tuni- 
sia, the’ United Arab Emirates, Somalia, Yemen, Palestine, 
Kuwait, Egypt and Jordan. 

Madaba starts 3rd annual charity drive 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Third Annual Charity Campaign 
Saturday started in Madaba district with the participation of 200 
boy scouts and girl guides from the district's various schools. 
District Governor Musleh Al Tarawneh, who heads the charity 
campaign committee iji the district, called on citizens to cooperate 
in bringing the campaign to a successful end. The district’s social 
services centres have already prepared lists of the needy in various 
parts of the district in order to distribute the revenues of the 
campaign to them. 

Panel set to build Irbid orphanage 

IRBID (Petra) — The Alms and* Orphans Sponsors Committee in 
Irbid has finalised arrangements to build an orphanage in the city. 
The committee currently sponsors 300 orphans and provides them 
with education, health and social care. 

Arab workers panel visits China 

AMMAN (Petra) — A delegation representing the Arab Federa- 
tion of Workers in banks; insurance companies and financial 
institutions are in Peking on a several-day visit to China at an 
invitation from the Chinese Federation of Labour Unions. Hie 
visit aims to enhance cooperation between the Arab and Chinese 
federation. 


Trade Jordan’s cement factories diligent in 
headsfor combatting dust pollution — Ensour 

_• AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of out that any effort to tackle this aspects resulting from industries emising its filters and purchasing addition, he 
I Tf” I TTlrlTlV Industry and Trade Abdullah En- problem wiO be difficult and cost- should be tackled and stemmed, new ones. company has aspli 

.7 sour Saturday stressed that the ly. Director General of the Jordan When the company increases 100 dunums of n 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A Jordanian 
trade mission will leave Amman 
today for a week-long visit to 
Germany. 

The delegation, comprising ten 
members of the Jordan Trade 
Association (JTA), will visit the 
cities of Frankfurt, Bonn, Ham- 
burg and Berlin during their tour. 

They will be headed by Presi- 
dent of the JTA S.T. Darwazeh. 

The group will meet with bank- 
ing cooperations, im-and expor- 
ters, manufacturers and other in- 
dustrialists and will receive brief- 
ings by various governmental and 
non-governmental institutions on 
trade and investment possibilities 
in the Federal Republic of Ger- 
many. 

The mission was organised in 
cooperation with the German 
embassy in Amman as well as the 
German Federal Ministry of Eco- 
nomics, and is supposed to en- 
large the mutual information and 
knowledge about the economic 
performance of the private sector 
of both countries. 

It is expected that the econo- 
mic ties between Jordan and Ger- 
many will be further strengthened 
as a result of this mission. 

Awqaf 

celebrates 

Badr 

Battle 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
Saturday celebrated the Badr 
Battle, which took place on 
Ramadan 17 in the second Hegira 
year and the Mecca Conquest. 

Addressing the celebration, 
held at the Husseini Mosque in 
downtown Amman, Minister of 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Izzed- 
din Al Khatib Al Tamimi re- 
viewed the lessons learnt from 
these two occasions, saying that 
Islamic, history, is full of colourful, 
good, memories and .victories. 

He said the Badr Battle be- 
tween Muslim armies and the 
tribes of Kuraish opponents of 
the Prophet Mohammad and his 
followers was a decisive battle 
that ended in a tremendous vic- 
tory for the Muslims. 

Sheikh Tamimi said the battle 
took place in the second Hegira 
year, when the Prophet Moham- 
mad began laying down the solid 
and proper bases for the Islamic 
state and Islamic society, in pre- 
paration for moving on to areas 
outside the Arab Peninsula. 

The minister also explained 
that the Mecca Conquest took 
place during Ramadan when four 
Islamic armies entered into Mec- 
ca to purge it from the idols, to 
lift injustices befalling its people, 
and to liberate them from hun- 
ger, fear and torture. 

The Mecca Conquest was trig- 
gered by non-Muslims who 
breached the conditions of a trea- 
ty known as Suih Al Hudaibiah, 
concluded between Muslim 
armies and non-Muslim armies 
who stood in the face of the 
Prophet Mohammad’s call 
(dawa) for spreading Islam. 

A provision of -Hudaibiah trea- 
ty gave Mecca tribes the right to 
join either Muslims or non- 
Muslims. 

One of the tribes that opted to 
join Mohammad’s army was 
attacked by Mohammad’s oppo- 
nent armies. Therefore armies, 
under obligation to defend the 
tribe, fought their opponents on 
the 20th day of Ramadan, won 
victoriously and entered Mecca, 
where they started their Islamic 
dawa (call for Islam). 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Industry and Trade Abdullah En- 
sour Saturday stressed that the 
Jordan Cement Factories Com- 
pany exerts strenuous efforts at 
the sites of its two factories in 
Fuheis and Rashadiyeh to combat 
environmental pollution. 

At a press conference held at 
the Ministry of Industry and 
Trade Saturday, Dr. Ensour said 
the company's efforts come in 
implementation of directives 
issued by His Majesty King Hus- 
sein to give more attention to 
environmental problems. 

The minister spoke about the 
company’s efforts to preserve the 
environment and increase the 
efficiency of dust filters used at 
the two factories. 

He said the ministry, the muni- 
cipalities and the company under- 
stand the need to address en- 
vironmental pollution, pointing 



Mohammad Adrian Al Bakhit 

Mutah chief 

to head 

Al Al Bait 
Foundation 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal 
Decree was issued Saturday 
appointing Mutah University 
President Mohammad Adnan Al 
Bakhit as president of the newly 
established Al Al Bait Founda- 
tion. 

. An earlier Royal Decree issued 
on Nov. 16, 1992 established a 
Royal Commission for the 
Mafraq-based Al Al Bait Uni- 
versity headed by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan. 

The commission includes 
prominent professors and scho- 
lars from Jordan as well as the 
Islamic world. 

University, 
college 
to honour 
Saladin 

AMMAN (Petra) — "Saladin 
and Unity” will be the title of a 
lecture to be delivered by History 
Professor Mustafa Hiyari of the 
University of Jordan at the Uni- 
versity of Applied Sciences Mon- 
day at noon. 

The lecture falls within the 
university’s celebrations of the 
800th anniversary of the death of 
Muslim leader Saladin. 

The Kingdom’s celebrations of 
the anniversary were opened by 
I His Majesty King Hussein in 
Mutah University last week. 

On a related event. Princess 
Rahma CoUe|e for Social Ser- 
vices is organising a contest for 
articles and studies on the life of 
Sultan Saladin f who was bom in 
Iraq in 1137 and died in Damas-. 
cus in 1193. 

The winning articles and stu- 
dies will be discussed in a seminar 
to be held at the university at a 
later time. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are adxised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 


ir F.yhiWtinn entitled “The Present Mamie World in Photos and 
News’* at the Jordan University of Science and Technology 
(JUST). 


THE BAN1 HAMDA WOMEN’S WEAVING PROJECT 

is seeking a Jordanian female as 
A Production Coordinator 

Qualifications: 

— BSc in Industrial Engineering. 

— Well-Organised. 

— Good command of English & Arabic. 

— Interested in field work (rural area). 

— Hard working & dynamic 

For more information call 658696 


out that any effort to tackle this 
problem will be difficult and cost- 
ly- 

Speaking about the company's 
drive to tackle environmental 
pollution, be said the company is 
carrying out a JD 35 million prog- 
ramme in Al Fnheis and Al 
Rashadiyeh areas. 

During the first stage of the 
programme. Dr. Ensour. said, 
JD 10 million will be spent on 
installing dust filters, and the 
second stage will entail launching 
a public awareness campaign. 

He stressed that the Cabinet 
has decided to adhere to this 
programme to ensure that it is 
fully implemented. The minister 
explained that the Cabinet's 
stand is based on its belief that 
the industrial sector should be 
supported because of its positive 
role in the national economy and 
at the same time the negative 


aspects resulting from industries 
should be tackled and stemmed. 

Director General of the Jordan 
Cement Factories Company 
Hatem Al Halawani also spoke at 
the press conference and dealt 
with measures taken by the com- 
pany to address negative aspects 
resulting from its cement factor- 
ies. 

The company, Mr. Halawani 
said, had retained experts from 
international organisations and 
companies manufacturing dust 
filters, as well as consultancy 
firms specialised in the cement 
industry to study the situation 
and present recommendations to 
solve any pollution problems re- 
sulting from factories. 

The has thus far been costly for 
the company, he said. 

Mr. Halawani said the cost of 
urgently needed projects amount 
to JD 8.5 million, including mod- 


ernising its filters and purchasing 
new ones. 

When the company increases 
its production capacity, be said, 
these costs will rise to JD 10.4 
million. 

The cost of secondary projects 
stands at JD 6.5 million, he 
added. 

Mr. Halawani said the com- 
pany’s board of directors will 
follow up on the immediate im- 
plementation of these plans 
through the appointment of a 
specialised consultancy firm to 
study the installment of the anti- 
pollution equipment in prepara- 
tion to drafting the specifications 
needed for inviting bidders. 

According to Mr. Halawani. 
since 1983 the company has stop- 
ped operating the old production 
lines and installed advanced elec- 
trical machinery to filter dust 
emanating from the factories. In 


addition, he said, the 
company has asphalted a total of 
100 dunums of roads and yards 
inside the factories and planted 
trees in all the company's yards to 
prevent dust formation as a result 
of winds and the movement of 
vehicles. 

He said the company will work 
on following up on international 
developments in environmental 
protection adding that the com- 
pany’s filters operate at 99.9 per 
cent efficiency. 

The company, he asseitod, is 
keen on the safety of citizens and 
has, in cooperation with the 
Jordanian Society for Combatting 
Environmental Pollution, planted 
trees in the areas of Fuheis and 
Rashadiyeh. 

The press conference was 
attended by the mayors of Fuheis 
and Rashadiyeh and several 
citizens of the two towns. 


Group officials deny firing of 
member- engineer was political 


By Odeh Odeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A decision by the 
Jordan Engineers Association 
(JEA) to summarily dismiss asso- 
ciation member Said Qammouh, 
who chaired the JEA personnel 
committee, still stands, according 
to JEA officials. But plans by 
some members to protest this 
measure as unjust and taken for 
political reasons continue. 

One day after the decision was. 
taken on Feb. 23, a group of 
engineers held a meeting at the 
Professional Associations com- 
plex in Salt to protest the action 
and to lobby support for efforts to 
reverse that decision. 

The engineers considered the 
dismissal a precedent which does 
not serve the interests of the 
association and does not comply 
with the pioneering role the JEA 
has always played in defending 
citizens rights. 

In Amman, hundreds of en- 
gineers met at the Professional 
Associations complex to protest 
the Qammouh dismissal. . 


The engineers were joined by 
doctors, lawyers and others in 
calling on the association’s gener- 
al assembly to hold an extraordin- 
ary meeting to discuss the deci- 
sion. 

The meeting, held on Mar. 3. 
resulted in the formation of a 
committee to defend member- 
engineers of the JEA. 

The committee issued a state- 
ment refuting the reasons given 
by the association’s board for 
firing Mr. Qammouh and called 
on the board to reverse its deci- 
sion. 

The statement said “The dis- 
missal decision was an object of 
surprise for all segments of Jorda- 
nian society, particularly at this 
time, when Jordan is establishing 
a centre for human rights.” 

It said that although the JEA's 
board raised the slogan of “pro- 
fessionalising the association” 
during the election campaign 
which brought the new board to 
office, jt/ seems , this slogan is, 
being , employed to dominate the 
association’s resources and use 
the board as a tool to settle 
political accounts.” 


The statement blamed the vice 
president of the JEA for the 
dismissal and expressed astonish- 
ment at his decision, which the 
statement maintained, conflicts 
with what he preaches in terms of 
democratisation of the JEA 
work. 

Commenting on the situation, 
JEA President Hosni Abu 
Ghaida said the derision was 
ordinary and not politically moti- 
vated. 

He pointed out that the deci- 
sion to fire Mr. Qammouh was 
taken because Qammouh had re- 
ceived two letters of reprimand 
and one warning. 

The JEA president categorical- 
ly denied that political motives 
were behind the decision, adding 
that political affiliations had no 
effect whatsover on the decision, 
otherwise, many engineers would 
have been to dismissed. 

He said the JEA does not give 
any consideration or .weight to 
political affiliations or ideologies. 

He also dismissed as baseless 
the argument that political press- 
ures by some currents on the 
board were behind the decision 


to dismiss Mr. Qammouh. He stres- 
sed the validity of the decision, 
saying that it is an irrevocable 
administrative act. 

The association’s vice presi- 
dent. Azzam At Huneidi, said he 
was not behind the dismissal deri- 
sion, and stressed that it was 
taken for professional and not 
political reasons. 

He maintained that the board 
acts in the best interest of its 
members, rather than in the in- 
terest of certain groups or trends. 

Mr. Huneidi said the board’s 
derision will not leave the door 
open for future boards to dismiss 
whoever they do not want and he 
reiterated that the board's deri- 
sion was an adminsitrative one. 

The vice president admitted 
that he, himself, was dismissed 
from the Telecommunications 
Corporation (TO C) for political 
reasons, and said,” 1 do not like 
to see anybody dismissed for the 
same reasons.” 

Mr. Huneidi said the board’s 
derision was final and irrevoc- 
able; adding that it was in the 
interest of the engineers and thq 
association. 


Malnutrition could be higher than assumed 


By Cosfrna Hadidi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Malnutrition among in- 
fants and children, and general nutri- 
tional deficiencies may be a bigger 
problem in Jordan than previously 
assumed. 

More accurate measuring and 
monitoring of the health standards of 
Jordanians are needed, especially in 
the rural and remote regions of the 
country, concluded Ibrahim Jilani 
who. with the assistance of Hussain 
Oazaq and Zohair AI-Arabi. recently 
conducted three nutritional fietd'stu- 
dies. 

The studies covered northern, mid- 
dle and southern Jordan, including 
rural, urban and bedouin popula- 
tions. They were conducted on pa- 
tients who visited health centres over 
a ten-day period, and reviewed the 
overall nutritional status of the 
population, the incidence of under- 
weight among children, and anaemia 
among pregnant women. 

The first study found a number of 
nutritional deficiencies and problems 
stemming from faulty nutrition 
among various age groups. 

Overweight was found to be a* 
problem in persons 46 years old and 
over, followed by the age group of 
19-30 years. 

Unbalanced eating habits, lack of 


exercise and a traditional diet consist- 
ing of mainly carbohydrates, were the 
reasons given for this problem. 

Protein and energy deficiencies 
were also high in this age group 
because with increased age. the body 
cannot sufficiently use protein and 
energy. 

Underweight, on the other hand, 
was found to be a problem in the age 
group of 0-5 years, followed by 6-12 
years. This was mainly due to an 
insufficient food supply (particularly 
animal foods) and epidemic diseases. 

The 0-5 age group also suffered 
from protein and energy deficiencies 
for the same reasons. 

Vitamin A deficiency was high in 
Amman and Irbid. and was expected 
to be high in ether areas as well, if it 
could be measured properly there. 

A high vitamin C deficiency was 
found in the region of the northern 
Jordan Valley, where it was con- 
cluded that there are different micror- 
ganisras in the body that increase the 
need for vitamin C. 

Vitamin B deficiency was highest in 
Mafraq, the northern Jordan Valley 
and Irbid. 

Vitamin D and calcium deficiencies 
were not found to be a problem in 
Jordan because the climate is sunny 
most of the year and the diet is rich in 
calcium. 

Iron deficiency, however, was a 


problem, particularly in regions of 
high elevations and the desert. 

Reasons for this included the lack of 
kjdisation of salt, the short supply of 
local seafood products, and the high 
price of imported seafood. 

Iron deficiency was highest in ‘age 
group 19-45 because in this category 
women arc in the child-bearing stage 
and men are working hard. 

The same deficiency was also found 
among 0-5 year olds because of faulty 
nutritional habits. 

Based on these findings, the resear- 
chers decided to look at child mal- 
nutrition and underweight more 
closely. 

Dr. Jilani said that balanced, heal- 
thy nutrition is the basic factor in 
child development and growth. 

The food that is given to infants 
and children by their parents is con- 
trolled by parents' awareness of 
health and nutrition, their dietary 
habits, the food available in local 
markets, and the environmental con- 
ditions under which the family lives. 

The study found that malnutrition 
among children was caused by three 
major factors-. 


— First, the lack of proper food 
items in the home due to low income 
or unavailability in the local market. 

— Second, lack of education about 
a balanced diet and proper nutrition. 

— Third, poor health of the child 
due to acute and chronic illness or the 
lade of proper health services. 

But Or. Jilani emphasised that edu- 
cating parents on a balanced nutrition 
remained a priority. 

He died the example of a woman 
in a rural region whose son suffered 
from protein defidency. 

After Dr. Jilani had successfully 
treated the child, the mother gave 
him a basket of fresh eggs to show her 
appredation. 

He asked the mother where she got 
the eggs from, and she responded that 
she raised chickens in her back-yard. 

"But eggs are a treasure of protein 
and would have prevented your son’s 
illness.” the doctor said. “Why didn’t 
you feed them to him?" he asked. Dr. 
Jilani was shocked to hear her reply. 

_‘T sell these eggs in the market and 
with the money I buy candy and 
sweets which 1 give to my son.” 


UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF 
H. R. H. PRINCE RAAD ZEID 



THEAL-HUSSE1N SOCIETY 
For The Rehabilitation of The Physically Handicapped 
PRESENTS 

(Sfc/ca, 


IN A. UUET PIANO RECITAL 
AT THE ROYAL CULTURAL CENTRE 
On Thursday IXtb irf* March I 993 at K.3fi p.m. 

TkkesveJ.D. 7 and are bow milaNe at ibe Royal Cdnml Centre, Td. 661026 
Al Hussda Society Teh 817613 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 
AQABA GULF HOTEL 

Offers an excellent opportunity for well ex- 
perienced dynamic & persistent personnel 
with three to five years of experience in five 
stars hotels. 

Food & Beverage 

— Executive Chef 

— Pastry Chef 

— Sous Chef 

— Maza Cook 

— Head Waiters 

— Waiters 
— Barman 

Accounting 

— Cost Controller 
— Accountant 

Maintenance 

— Life Guard 

Please send your C.V. with a recent photo 
with full address and telephone number to 
the: Personnel Manager, Aqaba Golf Hotel, 
P.O. Box 1312, Telephone: 03-316636 Fax: 
03-318246 
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Defending liberty 

THE DEFEAT Wednesday of a Muslim Brotherhood 
motion to segregate the sexes at school is a big event in 
Jordan’s democratic process and a significant win for 
Jordanian liberals. It has demonstrated that the spirit 
of liberalism that the Kingdom acquired in the past 40 
years is still akhe despite the battle waged against the 
values of liberty by conservatives in the last four years. 

The litigation made by Deputy Faris Nabulsi in 
favour of people’s freedom of choice and his refutal of 
the Islamists’ interpretation of Islami c Sharia are 
testimony to the power of reasoning that seculars hold 
over conservatives dogmatic exegesis. Mr. Nabulsi’s 
eloquent and well-researched speech should be viewed 
by liberal forces in the country as a proof that they 
need not fear a backlash every time they appeared or 
sounded, in Parliament or outside it, as being irreli- 
gious. 

Traces of this fear were still evident Wednesday in 
Deputy Prime Minister Thouqan Hindawi’s defence of 
the government position. Although Mr. Hindawi had a 
number of points in his favour — including the 
scarcity of schools and the fact that mixed schools had 
less “problems” than segregated ones — he chose to 
be apologetic when he said that the norm is to 
segregate boys and girls rather than mix them. 

Given the evidence provided by Mr. Nabulsi against 
segregation and the Ministry of Education’s findings, 
wouldn’t it be more proper to mix students rather than 
segregate them at our schools? If the studies conducted 
by the Ministry of Education, as Mr. Hindawi 
contends, support secular and liberal arguments that 
co-education is healthier, shouldn’t we opt more for 
mixed schools? 

The government has been accused on many occa- 
sions of appeasing the conservatives. That might not be 
the case. The government stand on this and other 
similar issues has been criticised as being accommodat- 
ing- If Jordan wants to be the model fdr Arab 
countries to emulate, then the government, the liberals 
and the seculars must make their voice loud and dear 
in issues that touch on people's basic human rights and 
basic liberties. 

As we see Wednesday’s vote as a turning point in 
parliamentary and political discourse in the country, 
we only hope that the parties concerned will ensure 
that Jordan would not abandon its liberal, political, 
economic and especially social policies. Liberal move- 
ments in the country should unite against backward- 
pulling forces. Jordanians should not be made to lose 
their basic liberties for the sake of political pluralism. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


How to ruin education economically 


tt! Of 


THANKS TO a secular majority turned aggressive in the Lower 
House of Parliament, the recommendation of the Education 
Committee, dominated by ;be Muslim Brotherhood, to ban 
co-education schools was lulled. The rational decision, taken with 
a comfortable majority, saved tens of millions of scarce funds, 
which would have been wasted on duplicating schools in small 
villages, where the number of students hardly justifies one 
co-education school. 

Unfortunately, that odd r :cofr.mendation was not the only 
“innovation” that the Educt ion Committee has come up with. 
The committee has three more recommendations to offer which 
the Lower House of Parliament sh< -uld vehemently and overwhel- 
mingly reject. 

The first recommendation is :o make salaries payable to 
teachers in private schools equal to the salaries payable in the 
schools of the Ministry of Educ tion. If this recommendation 
were to be adopted, then salaries i-.. private schools will be altered 
in both directions. Some teachen- will get more pay and others 
will get less. 

Salaries in the private schools v::ry widely. Unlike government 
salaries they are not determined by a rigid scale, whereby an 
employee is promoted due to passage of time irrespective of his or 
her performance. Salaries ir. private schools respond to supply 
and demand, and promotion.; lav >ur good teachers. Therefore, 


they are more adequate and fair than salaries in public schools 
where good performers and bad performers are treated alike. 

The levels of salaries in the private sector do not match the 
salaries in the public sector in any activity. There is no reason why 
education should be singled out for identical scales. 

Teachers in public schools are divided among 10 grades 
according to the level of qualifications and number of years in 
service. It is not practical to classify teachers in private schools 
according to the same 10 grades in order to pay equal salaries. 
Nor is it known who will make up the losses of private schools, 
which may be unable to raise their salaries because they charge 
moderate, fees. 

The second recommendation, which the Education Committee 
came up with, is to tighten up and expand the supervision of the 
Ministry of Education over private schools, both from educational 
and financial standpoints. 

It is agreed that most private schools are of better quality than 
government schools as evidenced by the quality of graduates and 
their scores in the national general exams such as Tawjihi. 
Therefore, the committee should have asked the Ministry of 
Education to learn from the excellent private schools, and adopt 
part of their approaches and curricula in order to improve its own 
level of performance. 

It does not make sense to ask the heavy and deficient body to 


lead and supervise disnngtxtoh^ ni 4 ar <js of private sch 
the committee is to lower the s Stu dents. -ration 

spread weakness equally among ^ minimum d 

Hie third recommendation 20 to 25 years. TW 

Of service before retirement for te ministry of the n $ , 

result of such a step will be to . depn ve ftj rs. Such unwanUd 
rid itself as early as possible of me .- sir y and students 

teachers will remain on the back of the productivity- . 
minimum of 25 years of failure and to ^ P, d that the 
Finally, the committee should have non lo establish 

sector is becoming increasingly rea y 0 f education 

schools, which will not only improve i the q > d trea sury some 
the country, but will also save the h P 

costs. . . , h . aovernment to encour- 

The committee should have ® nC j V es to shift a larger 

age the private sector, and give it morq government to the 

part of the burden of education from tn rcsources to be 
private sector. This would save the min - town s as long ■e > 
directed to more schools in villages and smai of thc burden 
the private sector is willing to shoulder a 1 g P 3 
in cities and larger towns 


Many families in towns and cities are ® a jj y w j- — 1,1 

send their children to private schools. C P 5 levels 
private schools differ to accommodate van 


income. 


By Stephen S. RosenfeJti 


WASHINGTON — It used to 
:hat the dirty work of Americ 
foreign policy was assigned to i 
Central Intelligence Agen 
■ CIA) — the sort of business, 1: 
anti-Soviet covert operatior 
;hat was thought to be essent il 
but that the government did r-rt 
wish to take on up front. 

With the passing of the cold 
war there is less of that to *e 
- done, but other hard cases linger, 
‘ of which Yugoslavia is currently 
.he most conspicuous. 

Now, however, they are me e 
ikely to be brought out into tl e 
.ight of day and assigned to t. e 
United Nations. 

An important American pur- 
pose is being served by this o-Jd 
institutional progression: :o 
spread the burden and avoid sc..e 
responsibility. President Bill 
Clinton’s show of hedged activ- 
ism is following this pattern. 

There is visible, too, an inten- 
tion to make a virtue out of the 
very process of international di- 
plomacy. Some enthusiasts — n> 4 
Mr. Qinton — may even be mo-e 
interested in the example of con- 
sultation in Bosnia than in the 
outcome that the process is pr- f 
dudng there. 

But the outcome is centra:. 
Designers of the United Nation:;’ 
O-province Bosnia plan see in .t 
the hope, the only hope, to ste p 
the war and the killing and : J 
keep the war from spreading. 
They regard this as a goal th. t 
needs no apology. 

With no little pride in their 
handiwork, they challenge critics 
lo say what alternative policy 
might have been created out ;.f 
the poor materials the nations of 
the world brought to them. The 
world body was not handed the 
case until disintegration was f . r 


The United Nations 

A dumping ground for the mistakes of its members 



advanced. And no force was 
r ade available to help Muslims 
e ven the odds against preponder- 
ant Serbian and Croatian arms. 

Much is said, and in some 
r.:pture, to the effect that finally 
t ;e United Nations is doing these 
c ays what its high-minded found- 
c rs had in mind in establishing a 
t-idy to keep the international 
f :ace. You can say the United 
T ations had the truly difficult 
cjuble task not only of saving 


Muslims in Bosnia but — this is 
often lost sight of — of providing 
an acceptable political place for 
Serbian minorities there and in 
Croatia. 

Still, in Bosnia the United Na- 
tions’ name and prestige adorn a 
rank political deal. It leaves much 
Serbian aggression unreversed 
and unpunished and much Mus- 
lim agony unrequited. It appears 
to confound the prospect of effec- 
tive policing by the means most 


likely to be available. It may even 
seed die next Balkan war as 
Muslims gather over time for 
justice and revenge. 

The United Nations* connec- 
tion to Bosnia’s Muslims is pain- 
ful. The Muslims are the party 
most in need of the United Na- 
tions’ rescue. Yet seeing that the 
United Nations has been unable 
to keep them from being butch- 
ered and uprooted, they display 
little loyalty in return. On the 


contrary, they feel betrayed. 

To the United Nations' honor, 
desperate and cynical Muslim un- 
its have fired mortars from a 
hospital, provoking a typically 
merciless Serbian response that 
Muslims then denounced as Ser- 
bian degeneracy. Muslims have 
soijght to enlist the United Na- 
tions to police Serbian units but 
mot their own. This angers U.N. 
officials, whose focus on their 
own neutral mediator's role vis- 


ibly shrinks the.r 

What Muslims sen as a m “ 

struggle for their very surviv. *- 

It is not some abstract Jiv 
embodied "U N V that h-' 
brought the organisation to -h 
tortured pass. Nor is ■ * “ 

secretary-general. -who has ambi- 
tions for the institution but not 
independent authority. It is the 
collective decisions of the U.N. 
membership, especially the - P 
dogs. This makes it idle to mink 
that the United Nations, to avoid 
tarnish, could have stayed out of 
Yugoslavia. The members tor 
their own reasons engaged it - 
and engaged it in the pinched way 
we see today. 

I happen to think that Ger- 
many is more responsible for the 
form engagement took than any 
other outside state. The Ger- 
mans, attentive to Yugoslavia s 
Catholic voices, lit the fuse by 
granting recognition to some con- 
stituent republics, notably 
Croatia, before fair provision had 
been made to protect the rights of 
the resident Serbian minorities, 
llience flowed the subsequent 
horrors, including the Serbs’ own 
continuing disproportionate and 
monstrous acts. 

The United Nations is doing a 
mean job — the job its masters 
bid it to do. This is the way it used 
to be with the CIA. Only when 
the regular agencies had failed — 
in dealing with Fidel Castro, for 
example — was it called in. 

It will take time to tote up the 
costs of using the United Nations 
as a dumping grouad for its mem- 
bers’ political mistakes. Whal 
number of small and not so small 
nations are going to redouble 
their determination not to have to 
depend on the United Nations for 
their ultimate security? 

International Herald Tribune. 


French politics 


The lesson from Lyon 


LETTERS 


Unbalanced intervention 

To toe Editor, 


fr-i 
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ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

In; 


UNDER THE headline, “Why Syria First," Al Dustour Arabic 
: daily said in an editorial Saturday [hat the slogan. Syria First , 

• which was announced by Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
! ahead of his visil to the United States clarifies thc context within 
; which Mr. Rabin wants to define thc U.S. involvement in (he 

J°| Anih-Isracli pence talks ns a full partner. Thc paper said Mr. 

; Rabin realises that if the United States were to participate in the 
£*-’ j talks as a full partner, it would be committed to the letters of 
ar assurances it sent to thc parties to the conflict before the Madrid 
| talks. These letters, said thc paper, emphasise a comprehensive 
— ' solution to the Arab-lsracli conflict on all fronts on the basis of 
i the land for peace formula and thc United Nations Secrity 
Council Resolutions 242 and 338. which explicitely call for an 
■*; Israeli withdrawal from all occupied Arab territories. Therefore, 
L said Al Dusiwiir. the Israeli emphasis on the Syrian part of thc 
i' conflict is .limed al achieving two Israeli objectives: neutralising 
1 Syria through reaching a peace treaty with it, similar to the one it 
1 has with Egypt, and forcing the other Arab parties to accept 

■ Israeli solutions, especially in relation to the Palestinian problem 
j ; and thc duration of thc proposed Palestinian selfrule. This Israeli 

formula, sjid the paper, comes at the time when the parties to the 
talks have been invited to resume the negotiations as Israel’s 
: rejection of U.N. Security Council Resolution 799, which calls for 

I ' the immediate return of Palestinians expelled to south Lebanon to 

■ the occupied territories, has put more obstacles in the face of the 
pejee process. 

l! is a secret to no one that Israel’s aim is to divide Arab ranks, 
j s:::d the paper. The paper called on the United States to play thc 
| role of an honest mediator in the peace talks. Ai Rai Arabic daily 
: . said Saturday that the West is watching with pleasure thc 
; developments in Russia. The Russians who lost everything for a 
I Western illusion called democracy have discovered that they have 
I ; not even attained that illusion, said that paper. The West, it said. 
! - is not attaching any value to the former Soviet Union after the 
j latter betrayed itself and became marginalised on the intetnation- 
! al arena. In nn editorial headed, “Fascist Democracy.” the paper 
‘ sjid the collapse of the Soviet Union led to creation of a new 
’ world order dominated by the United States which considers the 
former Soviet Union an insignificant body that it manipulates the 
: way it wants. The paper said the U.S. domination of the new 
. world order could end if the Soviet peoples begin to realise the 
: humiliation that was brought upon them by some of their leaders. 
! Al Rai said the Soviet peoples could turn the tables in days, not 
; years, and restore the dignity and respect their country used to 

• enjoy. The paper expressed hope that the former Soviets will 
; wake up from the false Western dream called democracy because 
i ;he success of (he American plan in the area will produce Fascist 

regimes simitar to those which killed millions in Latin America 

• with the support of the United Stales and other Western 
i dr nine ratio. 
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LYON — A bitter election ban: ; 
r.iging in France’s second cii/ 
carries a lesson for anyone wi: i 
ambitions on the right: Don't 
mess with Jacques Chirac, thc 
bulldozer of French politics. 

Lyon Mayor Michel Noir, once 
< -ie of the most promising your ■ 
I ,ench politicians, tried and m<i » 
j- jon regret it. 

Opinion polls suggest 48-ye;: - 
t id Noir is likely to be narrow / 
f eaten by a Chirac loyalist in th 4 
r.onth’s parliamentary eleclio s 
i nd could lose his dty hall pow- r 
l ose in two years’ time as wc". 

His fortunes turned in IV* 1 ) 
\ hen, with a handful of feilt ' / 
"quadras” (French for “Fort - 
something” media-genic poll- - 
clans), he declared the time h: J 
come to "renovate” the centr - 
right opposition — including M . 
iliirec's Neo-Gaullist Rally ft r 
:he Republic (RPR), of which i e 
was a member. 

For Chirac, now 60, the mo*. ; 
' as a thinly-disguised attempt I / 
ambitious “quadras” to squec. ; 
his generation out of leadership 
positions before the 1995 pres- 
idential election. 

“Chirac really is a bulldozer.” 
said ecologist leader Brice* 
Lalonde. “No one crosses him 
and gets away with it. Sooner or 
later, Chirac gets even with 
them and crushes them.” 

Mr. Chirac, who has quashed 
zll attempts to seize his spot os 
conservative frontrunner for ti-.s 
succession to Socialist President 
Francois Mitterrand, quickly iso- 
lated Noir and effectively forced 
him out of the RPR. 

He hand-picked popular loc. I 
businessman Alain Merieux to 
run against Mr. Noir in the March 
21-28 election. 

Compounding Mr. Noir's trot:- 
FIcs, Pierre Bonon, his son-in- 
law and former campaign manj- 


By Bernard Edinger 
Reuter 


g.-r, has been in custody since 
f jvember charged with swind- 
1 fig up to 30 million francs from 
private investors. An examining 
r- agist rate has questioned Mr. 
Loir in the case. 

Ironically, Mr. Noir owed his* 
c .rly political rise to Mr Chirac, 
v !io as prime minister appointed 
I m minister for foreign trade in 
1 >86-88 when the Centre-Right 
v :ared power with Mr. Mittcr- 
t .nd. 

In 1989, he was elected mayor 
c : Lyon, France's second largest 
c :y and a dynamic commercial 


camp during the World War H 
German occupation of France. 

Mr. Noir, once considered a 
presidential contender, accuses 
RPR leaders of “settling personal 
scores” against him. 

“We failed," the dejected 
mayor told Reuters. “Resistance 
to change by the political parties 
was too strong.” 

Fidgeting nervously in his. 
office, Mr. Noir said he was a 
loyal member of the opposition 
and only wanted the RPR to call 
off the pressure. But it is too late. 

"If you want party backing, 
you have to play loyally,” said 


“(Jacques) Chirac really is a bull- 
dozer ... No one crosses him and 
gets away with it. Sooner or later, 
Chirac gets even with them and 
crushes them, 5 5 Ecologist leader 
Brice Lalonde. 


and industrial centre. 

A handsome, tall man with a 
charmer’s smile, Mr. Noir's 
dashing style and plain speaking 
soon captured public imagination 
;:nd he soared in popularity polls. 

When some conservatives 
t oyed with the idea of an electoral 
pact with the extreme-right 
1 National Front, Mr. Noir entered 
the quotation books by saying it 
was “better to lose an election 
than lose one’s soul.” 

He recalled that his working- 
class father, a resistance fighter, 
was sent to a Nazi concentration 


RPR Secretary-General Alain 
Juppe during a visit to Lyon to 
back the man Mr. Chirac placed 
across Mr. Noir's path to bring 
him down. 

Mr. Merieux is known to 
almost every resident of this dty 
of 1.2 million, straddling the 
Rhone and Saone rivers, best 
known for rich food that makes it 
France’s gastronomic capital. 

None of the five other candi- 
dates — a Socialist, a communist, 
an ecologist, a National Front 
woman and an AIDS victim run- 
ning as an independent — stands 
a chance, polls show. 


The 54-year-old businessman is 
head of the Lyon-based Institute 
Merieux, one of the world’s lead- 
ing pharmaceutical firms with an 
annual turnover of 1.2 billion and 
12,000 employees. 

“Hello, I’m Alain Merieux,” 
the candidate said as he rang 
doorbells in a lower middle class 
apartment block in the Croix- 
Rousse area. He need not have 
bothered introducing himself. 

“I know,” said a thunder- 
struck voter standing at his door 
in his undershirt. "I work for 
you.” 

“Oh great.” said Mr. Merieux, 
relaxed and slightly rumpled. 
“Then you know I’ll take as good 
care of Lyon as I do of the 
Merieux businesses. Vote for 
me.” 

Mr. Merieux, who joined the 
race just a few weeks ago. said he 
was standing because if Mr. Noir 
were reelected, Lyon would be 
side-lined under a Centre- Right 
government. 

He bristled only slightly when 
asked if he was not standing 
solely at Mr. Chirac’s behest be- 
cause he owed him an old favour. 

“I'm a big boy and I can decide 
for myself what to do.” he said in 
the tone of a man born to wealth 
and power. 

Aides urged journalists not to 
ask him about the nightmarish 
days in 1976 when criminals kid- 
napped bis nine-year-old son. 

Mr. Chirac, who was prime 
minister at the time, overruled' 
police opposition to a deal with 
the hostage takers and told Mr. 
Merieux to do whatever was 
needed to save his son. The boy 
was freed after a ransom was 
paid. 

Mr. Merieux is said to have 
told Mr. Chirac afterwards he 
was eternally grateful and would 
do him any favour. 

Toppling Michel Noir could 
just be that favour. 


. — ’ ” . ® ” "■•wivemem could prove Derni 

aous.... Nobody will disagree with Her Royal Hiehness PrSl 
Sarvath Al Hassan (letter, March 6, 1993) g Pr,nces! 

The fact is, however, that the government .'through its Ministrv n 
Education, does not need any further invitation to intervene in th, 
administration of private schools since this ministry £ al" *5 

ST 8 ,0 “ y CVeryth,ng ’ and often than no' 

Except — as it seems — in the vital issue of tuition 
obvious discrepancy of fees between the different orivni^ if ' 
within their different categories, suggests ih-i* J!" 1 schools 
desirable. 66 m 501716 control : 


Nevertheless, all the time the government is 
upon many other private institutions and enterDris« 8 / lSaU L horil 
b^ptob), I believe this should be serioust tSeS 
schooling m Jordan is going to be essential for i lonf'J .■ ,nLC P nval 
mainly because of the verj reasons Her Roil ’ ,me ;o “">< 
— taxation policies, and size of the family etc nicm * 0nc 


Thank you all 

To the Editor, 


:S. Saiah, 
Amman, 


Somalis 


T government and people of Wd 
understanding of our situation and hehTfni - who * 

given us shelter at our time of need and^lT man y w 
our problems at home are resolved- h0pe t0 re 

— The Embassy of Italy, the amL . 

members of the mission for their * Ita 

their close follow-up of the situation andhrf a *“ l 

developments in Somalia. We hone rS . orni,n g us 
Somalia and Italy will continue aSd be „ the 

who takes power in Somalia.- e slren gthene 
* — The UNHCR mission in Amm,. 

CWef Janvier Reidmatten, who officials 

understanding; helped us witi 

— Last but not the least, the Jordan t- 

the lau« developments in our co u ^^ m . es ‘ which , 
in-depth coverage one of its "^ l . and Panfcula 
last year offered us. We hope to who vi sit) 

through the newspaper. ^ ^tinue t 0 h^ 
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Iran denies seeking nuclear arms 

(Continued from page 1) soil uranium to the world i 


no evidence of an arms program- 
me. 

He denied a British television 
report this week that Iran sent a 
delegation to Kazakhstan last 
year to buy bomb-making equip- 
ment. “Iran has not had, nor will 
have, any cooperation with for- 
mer Soviet republics in nuclear 
industry,” he said. 

S?But Iran, he said, needed nuc- 
lear technology, “With 420 nuc- 
lear power plants operating 
around the world, our people 
have a right to have one or two.” 

Iran, which has no operating 
nuclear power plants, planned to 
produce 20 per cent of its electric- 
ity from atomic stations in 20 
years, he said. 

Iran has finished work on five 
of 12 uranium exploration pro- 
jects. “We hope to produce and 


sell uranium to the world some 
day,” he said. 

China said last month it had 
agreed to build two 300-megawatt 
nuclear power stations in Iran. 

Mr. Amrollahi said Iran still 
wanted KWU, the energy unit of 
the German firm Siemens, to 
finish a bigger plant which it 
started to build on Iran's Gulf 
coast in the 1970s but abandoned 
unfinished after the 1979 Islamic 
revolution. 

Bonn has refused to allow 
KWU to finish the plant on which 
Iran says it has spent more than 
S3 billion. 

Mr. Amrollahi said the orga- 
nisation he has headed for IS 
years is also engaged in producing 
radioactive materials for medical 
use and providing protection to 
more than 16,000 medical and 
industrial employees who work 
with radioactive materials. 


Death penalty sought in sex trial 

(Continued from page 1) MAP said the videos shot 


whole. 

The association of democratic 
women said it was “horrified by 
the unspeakable violence to 
which women were subjected.” 

The fundamentalist Reform 
and Renewal Movement called 
for Islamic law to be applied and 
said Mr. Tabet should be cruci- 
fied or stoned to death. 

The trial continues with de- 
fence pleas. 

A lawyer fainted and was taken 
to hospital for treatment after 
watching pornographic videos 
screened in court during the 
night, MAP said. 


Women-specific projects, 
r>a priority of UNFPA 


IN PURSUING its mandate to 
enable countries to respond to 
population and development con- 
cerns, United Nations Fund for 
Population Activities (UNFPA) 
has always been keenly aware of 
the universality and indivisibility 
of human rights as stated in the 
Universal Declaration of Human. 
Rights and amplified in a number 
of international instruments. 

Particularly important for the 
work of the fund is Article 16 of 
the Proclamation of Tehran 
(1968) which underscored repro- 
ductive choice as a basic human 
right, stating "parents have a 
basic human right to determine 
freely and responsibly the num- 
ber and spacing of their chil- 
dren.” 

Because women’s status affects 
and is affected by such demog- 
raphic variables as fertility and 
infant mortality, reproductive 
choice is of vita! importance to 
them. This special importance is 
affirmed in the 1979 Convention 
■(or (he Elimination of all forms of 
(^discrimination Against Women, 
the 1984 International Confer- 
ence 'on Population, the 1985 
Nairobi World Conference to Re- 
view and Appraise the Achieve- 
ments of the United Nations De- 
cade for Women, and the 1989 
Amsterdam Declaration. 

UNFPA supports, activities 
aimed at improving the health of 
women and children as part of an 
integrated approach to maternal/ 
child health and family planning. 
It gives strong support to the Safe 
Motherhood Initiative in all re- 
gions which focuses on the needs 
of women, particularly the girl- 
child and young women, and on 
the provision of quality mother- 
child health and family planning 
services. 

It attaches great importance to 
enabling women to make in- 
formed choices, to ensuring that 
the choice of contraceptive 
methods is voluntary and non- 


coercive and that family planning 
information and services are pro- 
vided as part of a broader con- 
cern for the reproductive health 
of women. 

Since the ultimate objective of 
UNFPA policy is the total in- 
tegration of women in all prog- 
rammes it supports, women’s 
concerns are mainstreamed in all 
programme areas. Thus, one of 
the most acute needs of women 
and development is for gender- 
specific data. UNFPA has funded 
several efforts with the U.N. Sta- 
tistical Office to ensure that in all 
national data-collection activities, 
information is collected, analysed 
and disseminated on a gender- 
specific basis. 

UNFPA also extends support 
to women-specific projects which 
are directly aimed at improving 
the socio-economic status of 
women through, for example, 
provision of skill training and 
credit facilities. • 

UNFPA takes an active 
advocacy role, calling attention to 
the disparity of opportunities be- 
tween women and men at ail 
stages of their lives and the need 
to redress this imbalance. The 
fund maintains that, if women are 
to realise their full potential in 
their productive and community 
roles, they must be guaranteed 
their reproductive rights and 
must be able to manage their 
reproductive role. 

These are essential if women's 
reproductive rights are to be se- 
cured. The ability to decide freely 
and in an informed manner the 
number and spacing of one’s chil- 
dren is the first step in enabling 
women to exercise other choices. 

w writer is Executive Director 
of' the United Nations Fund for 
Population Activities. She deli-' 1 
vered the above address on the 
occasion of the International 
Women’s Day. 


Assad, Hrawi discuss peace process 

(Continued from page 1) gure in Mr. Hrawi's talks 


MAP said the videos shot by 
Mr. Tabet with remote- 
controlled cameras seen by the 
court showed scenes of "rape, 
violence and barbarism.” 

During a six-hour night session 
“a lawyer fainted on seeing the 
scenes of barbarism recorded on 
the video cassettes in Taber’s 
bachelor flat. He was immediate- 
ly taken to hospital,” MAP said. 

The agency did not identify the 
lawyer. The trial began on Feb. 
18 and continues. It has been 
closed to the press and public 
during the Holy Month of Rama- 
dan because of the salacious na- 
ture of the evidence, lawyers 
said. 


the next round of talks. 

Syria wants implementation of 
U.N. resolutions 242 and 338 
calling for return of all Arab 
lands occupied by Israel in 1967 
while Lebanon wants imple- 
mentation of U.N. Resolution 
425 calling for Israeli withdrawal 
from South Lebanon. 

Disagreement has recently sur- 
faced in the Lebanese govern- 
ment over Lebanon's stance to- 
wards the invitation. Foreign 
Minister Fariz Bouez reportedly 
backs a U.S. effort to arrange a 
phased return of the exiles. 

Prime Minister Rafik Hariri 
had maintained a hardline stance 
on the exiles' issue refusing to 
accept them in government-held 
territory and demanding that they 
be collectively repatriated in line 
with the U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 799. 

Lebanese Foreign Ministry 
sources, who spoke in Beirut on 
condition of anonymity, said the 
conflict was the key reason that 
led Suhail Shammas, the minis- 
try’s director-general and chief of 
Lebanon's delegation to the 
peace talks, to submit his resigna- 
tion to the cabineL. 

The issue was expected to fi- 


gure in Mr. Hrawi's talks in 
Damascus. Because of their influ- 
ence in Lebanon, Syrian officials 
often mediated such disputes as 
Mr. Hrawi's government strug- 
gles to cement a peace accord 
tiiat ended nearly 16 years of civil 
war in October 1990. 

In Cairo, a senior PLO official 
said Saturday he expected the 
Arab parties involved in the 
peace talks to meet before the 
end of Ramadan — earlier than 
Syria's proposed date of March 
28. 

Nabil Shaath, political adviser 
to PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat, 
told reporters at Cairo airport: 

“I expect the foreign ministers 
to meet before the end of Rama- 
dan and not after the ’Eid A1 Fitr 
as was announced in Syria,” Dr. 
Shaath said on his way to Amman 
to meet Jordanian officials. 

Ramadan is’ due to end on 
March 24. 

Syrian officials said Friday 
Foreign Minister Farouk A1 Shar- 
aa consulted other Arab coun- 
tries and then issued an invitation 
for two-day talks in Damascus on 
March 28-29. 

The foreign ministers of Syria, 
Jordan, Lebanon and the foreign 
affairs chief of the PLO are due 
to attend. 


PKK leader ready to halt violence 


(Continued from page 1) 

and saw no immediate sign of 
change in the situation. 

“Bloodshed is still continuing 
and nobody has said they are 
going to lay down their arms,” 
Turkish television quoted him as 
saying. 

“We have repeatedly asked 
them to lay down their arms, you 
can't go anywhere by shedding 
blood.” 

Mr. Kazzaz said Mr. Ocalan 
planned to hold a news confer- 
ence in Syria or Lebanon -this 
week to announce his apparent 
change of heart ahead of the 
Nowrouz spring festival on March 
21 . 

Kurds, Persians and some 
other peoples in the region cele- 
brate Nowrouz as their new year. 

Turkish security forces are on 
alert to prevent any violence in 
the mainly Kurdish southeast and 
western cities with large Kurdish 
communities coinciding with 


Nowrouz. 

About 100 people died in 
dashes in the southeast of Now- 
rouz last year. The government 
said the Marxist PKK had pro- 
voked the violence. Kurds said 
troops opened fire on civilians. 

Mr. Kazzaz said Mr. Talabani 
was not putting himself forward 
as a guarantor of Mr. Ocalan's 
sincerity and had in fact sent a 
verbal message with his letter, 
warning Turkish leaders that the 
PKK guerrilla chief had failed to 
keep his word in the past. 

He said Mr. Talabani, now on 
a visit to Kuwait, had initially 
refused Mr. Ocalan’s request for 
a meeting in Syria, but had 
changed his mind after his aides 
had talks with the PKK leaders. 

Iraqi Kurdish guerrillas and 
Turkish forces fought together in 
September and October to expel 
PKK fighters from their bases in 
the border mountains of northern 
Iraq. The armed forces have in- 
tensified pressure on PKK within 
Turkey since then. 


Keating claims election victory 

(Continued from page I) services which he had describ 


sentatives and is likely to pick up 
more. 

The Australian Broadcasting 
Corporation predicted Labour 
would have a majority of 11 seats. 

“This is the sweetest victory of 
all,” Mr. Keating told hundreds 
of cheering supporters in his 
home constituency of Bankstown 
in Sydney's western suburbs. 

John Hewson of the Liberal 
National Coalition, conceded de- 
feat about 15 minutes later in a 
plush Sydney hotel. 

He estimated that there were 
15 or 16 seats still in the balance, 
but said: “The probability is that 
the government will win." 

The win for Labour gives the 
government another three years 
in power. It was the fifth consecu- 
tive election victory by the party. 

Mr. Keating, a former treasur- 
er who is widely blamed for the 
worst recession in 60 years and 
near 11 per cent unemployment 
rate, focused his campaign on 
Mr. Hewson’s economic policies 
which he said would have hit 
low-income families and others in 
need. 

He particularly concentrated 
on the opposition's proposed 15 
per cent tax on most goods and 


services which he had described 
as a. “monster" that would change 
the Australian way of life. 

Mr. Hewson-had also proposed 
to limit government sponsored 
health care and dismantle a 
union-dominated labour market. 

“It will be a long-time before 
an opposition party will try and 
divide this country again," Mr. 
Keating said. 

Results of voting for 40 of the 
76 senate seats will not be avail- 
able for several days because of 
the complicated voting system. 

Afghan 

(Continued from page 1) . 
Soviet Union. Afghan factions 
turned against each other. 

The fighting has killed 5,000 
people and destroyed the capital,-' 
Kabul. 

• Details of the pact have not 
been disclosed. But officials have 
said the Afghan leaders have 
agreed to share power, give up 
their huge arsenals and work 
together to rebuild their country. 

Mr. Rabbani is to retain his 
post as president for 18 months. 
A new government will be 
formed in 15 days with Mr. Hek- 
matyar, Mr. Rabbani's arch rival, 
as prime minister. 



Can Russia rely on its armed forces? 


By Ralph Boulton 
Reuter 

MOSCOW — Four Russian 
sailors die. abandoned and 
starved, on a bleak Pacific coastal 
base. 

Close by, an airforce general 
stands charged with embezzling a 
fortune, using his heavy bomber 
base as a "business centre” to 
shuttle wealthy entrepreneurs to 
China. 

Corruption has struck at the 
heart of what was once the 
proudest and most cherished 
guardian of Soviet power. 

The question of whether gener- 
als might march into the Kremlin, 
long whispered in Moscow streets 
and on jittery Western stock mar- 
kets, may soon be overtaken by 
’doubts that the army would be 
capable of controlling mother 
Russia, even if the summons 
came. 

“The worst scoundrels are 
those with the big stars on their 
big epaulettes,” says Yuri Yudin, 
a career policeman and head of a 
parliamentary group investigating 
crime in the military. . .... 

“They are able lo sell off any- 
thing and that’s just what too 
many are doing,” he told Reu- 
ters. 

“It's enough that guns fall into 
criminal hands, but consider the 
dangers in our stores of chemical 
or nuclear arms.” 

The air force general arrested in 
the Far East was not alone in his 
enterprise. But some projects 
have ended more tragically. 

Thirty-three people were killed 
when a military plane bound for 
Armenia crashed near the city of 
Tver late last year. Investigators 
found flight documents were fal- 
sified to show only eight passen- 
gers where 26 civilians were 
crammed aboard along with' a 
huge cargo of consumer goods for 
sale in the south. 

Defence Minister Pave! 
Grachev, in a subdued speech 
marking armed forces day last 
month, said that a large part of 
the officer corps was sullied with 
corruption. He promised a ruth- 
less crackdown. 

Some 3,000 officers had 
already been disciplined. Forty- 
six generals and other officers 
faced prosecution. 

“What is going on in the armed 
forces is only a reflection of 


general instability in society.” 
Chief Military Prosecutor Valen- 
tin Panichev told Reuters.” 1 see 
no cause for panic.” 

Crooked officers are neither, 
new nor unique to Russia. But 
the scale is alarming in a country 
that, by President Boris Yeltsin's 
acknowledgement, stands on the 
verge of chaos. 


Mr. Terekhov's followers are 
so far limited largely to retired 
military, horrified by the decline 
of the mighty army they had 
served, and a very small number 
of middie-ranking officers. 

But he counts on the low in- 
comes of the majority of honest 
officers, fear of cutbacks and 
bleak conditions faced by men 


“The question of whether generals 
might march into the Kremlin ... 
may soon be overtaken by doubts 
that the army would be capable of 
controlling mother Russia, even if 
the summons came.” 


Mr. Yeltsin hinted strongly this 
month that he could suspend the 
constitution and dissolve the con- 
servative legislature, meeting in 
emergency session on Wednesday, if it 
blocked his radical reforms. For 
that, he would need the dear 
backing of- a united and- disci- 
plined army. - 
Erosion of central authority, 
already a fact of political life in 
the sprawling Russian federation, 
may encourage local commanders 
in crisis to decide their own loyal- 
ties. The J991 coup collapsed 
before it could test the fabric of 
the forces. 


returning from the former East 
Germany and former Soviet re- 
publics to swell the ranks. 

For the moment it is impossible 
to gauge his prospects. 

The armed forces, more than 
any other body in the Soviet 
Union, were blessed with pri- 
'vileged access io everythiogJron^ 
food to building and engineering 
equipment, fuel and transport. 

All can now find their way 
through the red-starred gates of 
military bases, sold often for a 
song. The lure is great when one 
risky operation can mean a fast 
fortune — as in the case of seven 


“Crooked officers are neither new 
nor unique to Russia. But the scale 
is alarming in a country that, by 
President Boris Yeltsin’s acknow- 
ledgement, stands on the verge of 
chaos.” 


Resentment has already 
spawned a radical breed of officer 
ready to voice ideas that would be 
termed treason elsewhere. 

“If Yeltsin carries out his 
threat it will be the last thing he 
does as president," Colonel Sta- 
nislav Terekhov, head of the 
radical Officers' Union, told Reu- 
ters. 

“He would be gone in two 
days...the high command might 
back him, but the army as a 
whole would not follow.” 


officers caught smuggling truck- 
loads of copper to Estonia. 

Nor is the heart of the armed 
establishment itself sacred. 

The head of the defence minis- 
try general staffs internal secur- 
ity section was arrested recently for 
stealing a computer. 

Mr. Grachev has ordered a 
broader investigation of the 
ministry. 

The most dangerous theft is 
that of arms, which have fuelled 


conflicts on the former Soviet rim 
and now abound in Russia. 

Sometimes, the weapons are 
seized in straightforward attacks 
by armed groups, but often the 
picture is more complex. 

“The locals do a deal with 
officers to stage an attack on an 
arsenal,” said one officer who has 
served in trouble spots. “The 
locals break into the. base and a 
few wild shots are fired. They 
steal the guns and the officers get 
what they think a fair fee.” 

One Western analyst has esti- 
mated, using official figures, that 
the artillery stolen in the Trans- 
caucasus district amounted to 
four times the stored artillery of 
the British army. 

The worst problems accom- 
pany the withdrawal of troops 
from Germany and the Baltic 
states of Latvia, Lithuania and 
Estonia, where much equipment, 
including buildings, must be sold. 

Military trains and aircraft 
have been used to transport con- 
traband in both directions at 
great profit to some. 

. A report by chief slate inspec- 
tor Yuri-Boldyrev cites cases of 
' the Western group of forces in 
Germany selling off equipment 
cheaply to private Russian firms. 
The military also bought local 
produce at prices well above mar- 
ket levels. 

Investigations showed senior 
officers to be members of the 
boards of many of the firms. Mr. 
Boldyrev proposed in the report, 
obtained by Reuters, the dismisr 
sal of several officers, including a 
former aide to the commander of 
strategic rocket forces. 

Mr. Yeltsin has sacked Mr. 
Boldyrev declaring his post abo- 
lished. Mr. Boldyrev said Mr. 
Yeltsin had told him regional civil 
administration chiefs had com- 
plained of his investigations. 

The chief sufferers in military 
as in civilian life as the honest 
citizens. While corruption 
flourishes, Russian soldiers risk 
their lives in hot spots of the 
former Soviet Union. 

Besides the sailors who died on 
the Pacific Russkii Base in a 
winter without proper food and 
fuel supplies, many are ill. At the 
weekend, Mr. Grachev sacked 
three officers and disciplined the 
fleet commander. But Russkii is a 
symptom of a broader problem. 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALW/WS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, AIR FREK3H1 
FORWARDING, DOOR-10 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR&SONS 

TEL. 60*676 604696 ^ 
P.O.BOX 7806 mgr 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Grcle. Jaba! Amman. near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 


Open daily 22:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

Tit. 638968 
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Packing, shipping 
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Forwarding, storage 
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worldwide Removals 
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Air. Sea and Land 
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TEL: 66 40 90 
FAX: 69 08 52 
POST: 92 64 87 
Amman-Jordan 




IN JORDAN... 

* Kais D rye I ear, 1 Hr. Service 
-fr Shoes repair fr Engraving 
frKsys Service 

☆ Upholstry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches af YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821656, Fax 
828163 


' CHEN'S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 
Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 
Come and taste our 
' specialities 
Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight > 


STUDIO HAIG 

\ 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servicb 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
size 30% larger 

* From eatargm- 
moot 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 



Ope a 1J50&30 A- &00-11:30 dally 


Take away fa> ondttbta 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 





4 RENT & SALE 

- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 
please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 81 0605/81 0509 
Fax: 810520 



House Restaurant 

* Taste and enjoy our special 
dinner in Ramadan. 

6 Special Chinese dishes & best 
sea food. 

it Excellent IFTAR dinner daily 
with special price. 

Open daily 5:0G-midnight 

Jabal AI Hussein, Ministry 

of Trade & Industry Road 
Tel. 687755 


AVIS 


We try harder. 



, r> 

we are open * 
during Ramadan. 


Valentino 

I S T m U T " 

JABAL AMMAN FIRST CIRCLE 
OPPOSITE THE IRAQI EMBASSY TEL 654HU 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every room M | 
“Satellite T.V. Reception” 


IIAIMITEL 


Amman - Tel. 663193 
P-0 Box 9403 • Fax 6CK434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


MOVING ? 


Let Aramex Air Cargo 
take care of the works, 

Door to Door. 


Call the friendly 
professionals, on 
660507 or 660508' 
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AL-SAFEER 
Rent A 


her! 

Car I 


If you look for 
the best 

Call us at 

691505 - 602312 

Shmeisani, Amman 
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Another doping case rocks 
World Indoor Championships 


TORONTO (Agencies) — The 
ugly spectre of positive drug test- 
ing. which has undermined track 
and Held in recent years, struck 
again Friday. 

Lyudmila Narozhiienko of 
Russia, the 1991 world indoor 
‘champion in the women's 60- 
metre hurdles, tested positive for 
a banned substance and will be 
suspended for four years, a 
source said. 

The illegal substance was un- 
known. but it was learned that 
the positive test occurred Feb. 13 
at Licvin, France, where 
Narozhiienko equalled her world 
record of 7.69 seconds. She later 
lowered the record to 7.60 at San 
Sebastian. Spain. March 2, and to 
7.66 and 7.63 at Seville, Spain, 
March 4. 

The source said the test came 
on one of Narozhiienko 's “A" 
urine samples. The results of the 
"B" sample also were positive, 
the source said, confirming 
Narozhilenko’s guilt and warrant- 
ing the mandatory suspension. 

Narozhiienko was to defend 
her title at the three day world 
indoor champships, which began 
Friday atk the Skydome. 

Narozhiienko will join a long 
list of track and field stars banned 
from competition by the interna- 
tional Amateur Athletic Federa- 
tion within the past five years for 
alleged drug use. The group in- 
cludes Ben Johnson, Butch 
Reynolds, Katrin Krabbe, Ranby 
Barnes, Mark McKoy, Danny 
Harris, John Ngugi, Jim 
Boehring and Mike Stulce. 

Stulce since has returned from 
his suspension and become an 
Olympic champion in the shot 





throw of 20.56 metres. 

The shot put was one of five 
late finals on the meet's opening 
programme, along with the men's 
and women's 60 metre dashes, 
the women's long jump and the 
women's pentathlon, an invita- 
tional event. 

Olympic champion Gail Do- 
vers held off world record holder 
Irina Privalova in a brilliant duel 
to win the gold medal in the 
women's 60 metres. 

Devers, the Olympic 100 
metres gold medallist, won In 
6.95 seconds — the second fastest 
indoor 60 metres ever run, and a 
World Indoor Championships re- 
cord. 

Privalova, who finished third 
behind Devers in Barcelona, was 
dosing on the American at the 
tape but fell just shy in clocking 
6.97. 


•'* *» J. ‘ • • ■ 


Janna Tarnapolskaya of 
Ukraine was a distant third, tak- 
ing the bronze in 7.21. 

Meanwhile, there were two 
notable withdrawals from the 
championships — hurdler Greg 
Foster and sprinter Merlene 
Ottey of Jamaica. 
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Russian Lyudmila Narozhiienko takes a hurdle on her way to mark a 
new world record in the 60 metres hurdles at the indoor meeting in 
San Sebastian, March 2 (AFP photo) 


put. Winning the gold medal, 
however, has been worth abso- 
lutely nothing for him. 

“The gold medal has hurt me 


more than it's helped," Stulce 
said, after leading the qualifying 
for Friday night's shot put final at 
the world championships with a 


World Youth Soccer Championship 

Ghana, Australia move to semifinals 


SYDNEY (Agencies) — Ghana 
romped into the semifinals of 
soccer's World Youth Cham- 
pionship with a 3-0 win over' 
Russia Saturday night, while host 
Australia scrambled by Uruguay 
in sudden death extra time. 

Midfielder Anthony Carbone 
headed the decider in the 10th 
minute of the sudden-death extra • 
period to lift Australia to a 2-1 
win over Uruguay at Lang Park in 
Drisdane. Australia made the 
semis for the second straight 
tournament. 

Augustine Ahinful, Daniel 
Addo and Isaac Asarc scored in 
the last 20 minutes as Ghana 


ripped the Russian defense apart 
at the Svdnev Football Stadium 


at the Sydney Football Stadium 
to continue its sensational tourna- 
ment debut. 

Ahinful was on target in the 
71st minute when he beat the 
Russian offside trap, held off a 
defender and shot the ball low 
and hard past goalkeeper Sergei 
Alexandrov. 

Addo scored the insurance goal 
three minutes later, crashing a 
curling left foot shot into the net 
after a patient build up by Emma- 
nuel Duah. 


Belgian based Asare made it 0-0 
with nine minutes remaining, 
chesting the ball down and then 
shooting from the edge of the 
penalty area. 

Ghana now will play either 
Mexico or England in the semi- 
finals, those teams play their 
quarterfinal in Melbourne Sun- 
day.. 

, Australia will face the winner- 
of Sunday's quarterfinal in Ade- 
laide between two time champion 
Brazil and the United States. 

Australia's win marked the first 
time that a match has been de- 
cided by sudden death extra time. 
FIFA, soccer’s international gov- 
erning body, introduced the new 
rule for this tournament. 


U.S. face Brazil today 


The United States, who shock- 
ed European champions Turkey 
6-0 in their qualifying group, plan 
to match Brazil's free-flowing 
soccer in the World Youth Cham- 
pionship quarter-finals Sunday. 

American coach Bobby Howe 
said his team knew they would go 
into the match as underdogs but 
suggested all the pressure would 


be on the South Americans. 

“They are expected to win this 
tournament and we're not and 
therefore we can go in with a 
freedom of expression," he said. 

Brazilian coach Julio Leal, in 
charge of a talented crop of 
young players stressed his team 
would not go into the game over- 
confident. 

But with playmakers Adriano 
and Cate in brilliant touch, the 
Brazilians have a never-ending 
supply of opportunities, while im- 
peding goalkeeper Dida has been' 
brilliant, conceding only one goal 
in three matches. 

In their march to the quarter- 
finals, Brazil have beaten Norway 
(2-0), Mexico (2-1) and drawn 
(<M)) with Saudi Arabia. 

Leal said he would not be 
announcing his team until just 
before Sunday night’s game, and 
had a full complement to choose 
from. 

In Sunday's second quarter- 
final England's team manager 
David Burnside is in a selection 
quandary over teenage star Nick 
Barmby who is struggling for 
both fitness and form for the 
match against Mexico. 


Egypt: 

FIFA 

decision 

“unjust” 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt have lebel- 
led a decision to make them 
replay a World Cup soccer tie 
against Zimbabwe in France 


“strange and unjust” and say the 
date of the match handicaps them 


2-1 to reach the next qualifying 
stage, but Zimbabwe protested 


stage, but Zimbabwe protested 
over stone-throwing by sections 
of the 120,000 crowd. 

Liverpool and Zimbabwe goal- 
keeper Bruce Grobbelaar awaits 
the results of a brain scan after 
being struck by a lump of con- 
crete. 

Essam Abdel-Moneim, head of 
Egypt's Football Federation, told 
reporters on Saturday: “In my 
opinion this decision is strange 
and unjust. 

“The (Egyptian) board does 
not hide its considerable irritation 
at the decision (which) greatly 
exaggerates the scale of the 
crowd's mistake which we ack : 
nowledge.” 


Peanuts 


& aneS 

( PHILOSOPHY.. \ C ' 

* LIFE 15 LIKE I V J 
- - \ A GOLF / 

(. v^CO 




AND ‘A ^ 
5AND TRAP 
RUNS 

THROUGH IT" 




a' 

iJnmd FMrtura SyndicaM. Inc 'A . 


Andy Capp 



r m i 




#0LY SMOKE/ 

LOOK AT WHATS 
UNDER THE ICE I j 




American Nancy Kerrigan performs during the qualifying round at 
the Figure Skating World Ounqnonship in Prague (AFP photo) 


Foster, the defending cham- 
pion in the men's 60 metre hur- 
dles, pulled out because of an 
undisclosed injury. Foster 34, had 
hoped to win both indoor and 
outdoor titles again in his final 
season of competition. 

Ottey, winner of a total of five 
medals — more than any athlete 
in indoor championship history 
— apparently had no intention of 
competing again although she 
was listed on the start sheet for 
the women's 60 metre bash. 


Figure Skating World Championship 

Women’s event last 
chance for U.S. medal 


date of the match handicaps them- 
on religious grounds. 

Egypt won last month's game 


PRAGUE (AP) — For the Un- 
ited States, it all comes down to 
Nancy Kerrigan against the 
world. 

The United States has had at 
least one medal in every world 
championship since 1965. The 
last time there wasa U.S. shutout 
was in 1964, three years after the 
plane crash that lulled team on 
their way to the World Cham- 
pionships scheduled for Prague in 
1961. 

Kerrigan must hope to gain the 
podium at least. Not only to 
continue a U.S. tradition in skat- 
ing, but also to assure three 
women heading to the Olympics 
in Liilehammer, Norway, next 
year. 

Even if Kerrigan does win a 
medal, the U.S. Olympic figure 
skating team is already the smal- 
lest since ice dance was added in 
1976. 

Renee Roca and Gorsha Sur 
finished 11th in Friday’s ice 
dance. That gave the Americans 
only one ice dance entry next 
year. 

..Russia’s Maia Usova and Alek- 
sandr Zhulin won a battle of the 
blues Friday to lead a Russian 


medal sweep in the ice dance 
event. 

Oksana Gritschuk and Evgeni 
Platov were second with a new 
team, Angelika Krylova and Vla- 
dimir Fedorov, third. 

In the women's event, which 
concludes the championships 
Kerrigan must withstand a chal- 
lenge from 15 year old Oksana 
Baiul if the American hopes to 
win. 

Kerrigan had fallen hard in the 
qualification round Monday. Fri- 
day. she seemed to regain her 
bearings for the technical prog- 
ramme. The 23-year-old was 
nearly faultless and filled the ice 
with some of the lyrical grace that 
won her an Olympic bronze med- 
al in 1992. 

Kerrigan had the edge on the 
technical side but Baiul had four 
marks of 5.9 out of a possible 6 
for style, while Kerrigan received 
only one. 

France's Surya Bonaly was 
third. She looked strong winning 
the Europeans but still seems to 
be having trouble convincing the 
judges. -she has the artistry to 
match/ihe power of her jumps 
and the elasticity of her spins. 



Syrian Olympic chief arrives in Amman 


RAMTHA (Petra) — President of the Syrian Olympic Committee 
Samih MudaUal, who is also member of the Executive Bureau of 
Arab Youth Ministers, arrived here at the head of a Syrian 
delegation on a two day official visit to Jordan. Mr. MudaUal and 
his delegation will discuss with Minister of Youth Saleh Irshefdat 
and senior youth officials scopes of bilateral cooperation In sports; 
coordinating pan-Arab sports events and expanding youth activi- 
ties. 


Austin loses, Krickstein wins 


KEY BISCAYNE (R) — Veteran Americans Tracy Austin and 
Aaron Krickstein were in comeback mode Monday with opposite 
results in opening-day action at the S3 million Upton Cham- 
pionships tennis tournament. For Austin, appearing in only her 
second tournament since 1988, things went badly as she lost to 
Dutch woman Stephanie Rottier 6-3, 6-1. The unranked 30-year- 
old American, a two-time U.S. Open champion, has mostly bden 
retired since 1983. The 55th-ranked Rottier, 19, also ended 
Austin’s adventure last month at Indian Wells in the third round. 
Krickstein, ranked 17tn, returned to tennis after seven months 
and eventually prevailed when 97th -ranked Alex O'Brien retired 
because of dehydration at 4-6, 6-3, 5-5. 


Jahangir drops out of British Open 


KARACHI (R) — Former world squash champion Jahangir 
Khan said Friday he would miss the British Open for the second 
consecutive year because of a spine injuiy. “I have done and 
achieved everything I can in the British Open and now I am not 
unhappy to skip this year’s edition." the 10-times champion told a 
news conference. Khan, who won the title from 1982 to 1991,' 
suffered a lumbar injury 14 months ago while training. He said he 
was taking a temporary break from squash to treat the injury. 
Khan held the world number one position longer than any other 
player but has fallen substantially in the rankings since his injury. 
He slumped to 26th before making a comeback in the 1992 
Pakistan Open where he reached the final against current number 
one Jansher Khan and rose to 17th. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHAIUF 
ft TAIWAN WRSCH 
TrKum Matt, Sarwcu. Inc 


WEEKY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4AJ63 710954 OAJ 4654 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
Pan Pan 1 0 Pass 
1 7 Pan Pan Dbl 
? 

What action do you take? 


1 * Pan ? 
What do you bid now? 


Q.4 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4762 7AQ8 095 4AQJ93 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South Weat North East 
1.4 Pan l 4 Pan 


Q.2 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

473 7KQJ10652 0AS 
Hie bidding has proceeded: 

South Weat North East 
1 ? Pass 1 4 Pan 
7 

What do you bid now? 


What do you bid now? 


Q.3 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4KJ6 9QJ10 0AQ843 494 
The bidding baa proceeded; 

North East South Weat 


Q.6 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4J8762 <7J 0KQ8 4A1073 
The bidding ha* proceeded: 

North East South West 
10 4 9 ? 

What action do you take? 


Q.6 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

472 9A6 vKlOflB 4AJ632 
What is your opening bid? : 



IORD AN TlMjg * SUNDA 



usi-HU .1** 

FORECAST FOR SUNDA ^ F^-"- 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrdlog^ Car 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 

Show vour true charm iOda> 
Show Others about you chat _you are 
fond of them and wuM 
your way to be ofsemrtshouW 
the need ever arise. Live you 
beliefs. 

ARIES: (March 21 to Aprill 9) A 
person or communication from a 
distance can intrigue you while 
later an odd business matter can 
upset you but by tonight mm 
straightens itself out. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You have a sudden unusual situa- 
tion arising that requiring carclu 
after which 


„i U , ihi' 




good will *’i ■' ■'O' 1 " ’ 

nuic won hmt ^ t v i,.hc» 

LIBRA: i* 1 *" lJ l ’ y ! 

22) Take smi* ,,m \ ,.| V 



ker. c*' * 

SCORPIO: 1 J ■- Cillhu 

her 2H You. sh.u.i.i bi; I 

siasm on yuur t j,..* l 

paramount tv* tod mb* 

rntercstand d.-n^ 1 phr , { 

wasting wne e ? n ' j 

sure* f 


Tim nave a auuww.. - , 

tion arising that requiting careful sure*. 

quiet consideration after which fi . r . rr r*qiUS: -- 

don't go off on a tangent while Cuiwi |ci **" * ,w t 

tonight finds your mate receptive lalenis art- -ind l "‘"' ' 

to jraur wishes. . _ _ 


tonight finds your mate recepuve 
to your wishes. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Listen to the brilliant idea ot a 
unpredictable acting associate after 
which you are unsure just how to 
handle it but tonight a solution «s 
rightly clarified. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21 ) Your worldly activities arc 
good if you don't reduce them to a 
petty or itemized basis now so deal 
in principles, avoid a stranger who 
is discontented. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) New 
ideas and courses of action are best 
for you now so extend your interest 
in mental conditions and sidestep 
one who tries to make you be 
detailed. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Discount what a partner who is 
very subjective has to suggest and 


pan express then. - , m|1 

££ with condition* ut '• m 

residena: .he, C.MS. "... 

r-aPRlCORN: iDeceniKr -- 
. ~ ’in Secret problem m.ik« 

January t . 

concerned hut *«•* lh «- m 
don’t go on a 

AQUARIUS: t January 21 U’ ^ 
ary 19) Think about what VJJ 
test do to he more produce i 
St try to -nvolvc men fr*»£ 
into your plans today jlthouvh 
tonight is hettcr to do 
PISCES: (February 2d !•* M Jfth 
20) Whatever you base n,,w 
should concent material activities 
but don't take y«’ur plan* lo -un- 
onc or influence to hdr until h« 
have them fully thought out 
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THE BETTER HALF* 


By Giasbergen 



§§ 2 SL^ 


“When I was three years old 1 kissed 
my pet goldfish. Talk about deja vu\* 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
• by Henri Arnold 



Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter lo each square, to form 
four oftflnery words. 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
term the surprise answer, as suo- 
Qeated by the above cartoon. ^ 


nun 


Yesterday's 


{Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: MOUSY RURAL HOMING SOCKET 
Answer Something you'd better nor can the hiam«„ 
stone todav— A SHAM Rfi ne “ am ®> r 


THE Daily Crossword * 


Al Becker 


ACROSS 
1 Duel memento 

5 Heroes 
10 Timber wotf 

14 Notbdlnn 

15 Artist Edouard 

16 Chomping at the 
bit 

17 Historic times 

18 One engaging in 
trade 

19 Roue 

20 -The — ' " 
(Marilyn Monroe 


: aaS 

iUlfoaH 


I «ni| ' uiia 

ass-sss® 


23 SUck 
2* Padai tflgrt 
25 Position 
20 Paving stone 
30 Before 

33 Coasts) Iters 

34 Boring toed 

35 Make lace 

38 Marilyn Monroe 
Mm 

40 "The Greatest'' 

41 Linda o/ fans 

42 Concert halts 

43 Out ol sorts 

44 Quite 

45 Conduits 

47 Big Cafll. 

48 Campus VIP 

49 Marilyn Monroe 
Dm 

56 Sharpen 

56 — a mffion " 

57 — mater 

59 Certain 
compound 

60 Baseman great 

61 Stead 

62 Theme 

63 Seers an cars 

64 Yearn 





3 S 55 S ail 

■■a 


*uun 2 


DOWN 

1 Female 

2 Actress Williams 
3Ptty word 

4 Answer 

5 Stick through 

6 Procrastinate 

7 Step — (hurry) 

8 Actor Cobb 
SShowoHofa 

kind 


10 Sweater sbee 

11 Racetrack 

12 Vehicle 

13 “ — to Billy Joe” 

21 —|acet (here 
ues) 

22 — Dame 

25 Oriental Inn 

26 Vibrato 

27 Smithy's need 

28 Cheerful 

29 Selves 

30 Piano piece 

31 Less common 

32 Lab vessels 
34 Way off yonder 

37 Musical show 

38 Head man 

38 Meeting place 

45 Nets 

46 Consume 

47 Refine metal 

48 Be fever of a 
kind 

49 Tender 

50 Seml-precioua 
stone 


Yesterday's Previn 
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CWPAHT'S kme 


ARAB BARK 

JORDAN RATIONAL BANK 
. Oim AMMAN BANK 
BASK Of JORDAN 
INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BANK 
Tax HOUSING BANK 
JORDAN KUWAIT BANK 
ARAB JORDAN INVESTMENT BABB 

JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 
BUSINESS SANE 

JOBDAH INVESTMENT 6 FINANCE BANK 

anmab bank for INVESTMENT 

JORDAN INSURANCE 

JORDAN FRENCH INSURANCE 

DOLE LAHd INSURANCE 

ARAB LIFE fi ACCIDENT INSURANCE 

-JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POKER 

JORDAN HOTEL 6 TOURISM 

IRBID DISTRICT ELECTRICITY 

ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS 

JORDAN NATIONAL SHIPPING LIMBS 

NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 

REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

JORD AN CULF REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

PETRA ENTRPRISKS 6 EQUIPMENTS LEASING 

WCTXNARY EQUIP. RENTING £ MAINTENANCE 

UNITED MIDDLE EAST £ COMMODORE HOTELS 

THE JORDAN CSMBNT FACTORIES 

JORDAN PHOSPHATE HINES 

JORDAN PETROLEUM REFUART 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

THE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL £ AGRICULTURAL 
THE JORDAN WORSTED HILLS 
ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 
JORDAN CERAMIC INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN DAIRY 

THE JORDAN PIPES MANUFACTURING 

ARAB CHEMICAL D E TERG E NTS INDUSTRIES 

SPINNING £ HEAVING 

RAF LA INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN CLASS INDUSTRIES 

DAB AL PAHA BEVELQPMEKT U IN V E S T MEN T 

ARAB UIWSSTHHTr 6 IMEmtATIGHAL TRADE 

ARAN ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 

LIVESTOCK 6 POULTRY 

GENERAL INVESTMENT 

ARAB PAPER CONVERTING A TRADING 

JORDAN MEDICAL CORPORATION 

NATIONAL STEEL INDUSTRY 

NATIONAL INDUSTRIES 

INTERMEDIATE PKTHO— CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN ROCKNDOL INDUSTRIES 
UNIVERSAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN INDUSTRIES C HATCH/ J MOO 
JORDAN PRECAST CONCRETE INDUSTRY 
NATIONAL CABLE 6 WIRE MANUFACTURING 
JORDAN SULPBO-CHEHICALS 
ARAB C8NTEH FOR PBABH. 6 OBK1CUS 
JORDAN KUWAIT CO. FOR AGRI. fi FOOD PROD. 
UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 


TRAD WC 

PRKV. 

Oran INC CLOSING 

VOLUME 

CLOSING 

PRICE 

pri« 

JD 

price 




■nuu 

e-e.n.. 

....... 

104,960 

131.250 

131.350 

131.000 

JOS, 940 

4.130 

4.740 

4.750 

27,342 

26.000 

27.100 

26.300 

1.020 

22.000 

21.300 

21.300 

27,095 

3.840 

3.820 

3.7BO 

34,915 

3-770 

3.770 

3. 760 

89.909 

2.570 

2.600 

2.S80 

6,221 

5.390 

5.400 

5.450 

547 

4.510 

4.570 

4.570 

25,654 

3.040 

3-110 

3.100 

8,850 

5.800 

5.900 

5.900 

47.218 

1.740 

1.730 

1.740 

11.160 

3.650 

3.600 

3.600 

90,953 

3.890 

3.900 

3.910 

4.523 

3.300 

3.350 

3.350 

9,600 

3.180 

3.200 

3.200 

25. 721 

1.740 

1.750 

1.750 

5.500 

5.550 

5.500 

5.500 

520 

1.050 

1.040 

1.040 

ses 

5. 850 

5.850 

5.650 

3.060 

2.580 

2.5SO 

2.550 

21.062 

4.450 

4.450 

4.420 

26,954 

1.730 

J .720 

1.710 

10. BUS 

0.800 

0.800 

o.aoo 

3.048 

3 .150 

1.150 

1.150 

1.360 

1.370 

1.360 

1.360 

134.231 

2.330 

2.400 

2.410 

26,536 

1.880 

1.870 

1.880 

164. 522 

4.600 

4.700 

4. 6S0 

'16.300 

10.000 

10.000 

10.000 

9,482 

3.030 

3.010 

3.010 

9,973 

5.920 

6.000 

6.060 

29.100 

9.700 

9.700 

9.700 

30.379 

6.650 

6.660 

6.670 

35,706 

5.800 

5.900 

5.970 

7,680 

2.530 

2.540 

2.600 

780 

3.900 

1.900 

3.900 

50,530 

23.100 

23.500 

23.250 

24.482 

3.270 

1.270 

3.270 

5,987 

3.750 

3.740 

3.740 

4,659 

0.760 

0.770 

0.770 

32,537 

13.300 

11.050 

11.050 

29,178 

3.350 

3.350 

3.360 

42,929 

33.700 

13.630 

13. 600 

8,273 

1.010 

1.010 

1.000 

3.125 

2.600 

2 .500 

2.500 

2.637 

1.890 

1.890 

1.880 

5.183 

0.720 

0.710 

0.710 

55,428 

5.930 

5.990 

6.030 

21,149 

1.020 

1.OL0 

1 .QLO 

10.149 

4.140 

4.140 

4.150 

15,570 

2.910 

2.940 

2.900 

15,741 

14.250 

14.350 

14.270 

2,199 

1.300 

1.350 

1.350 

10,210 

0.620 

0.610 

0.610 

82.708 

8.400 

B. 400 

8.490 

36,699 

4.500 

4.500 

4.520 

47,863 

4.150 

4.170 

4.150 

2,783 

1.890 

1.880 

1.840 

34,857 

S.380 

5.440 

5.380 


1,704. JIB 

^ t] 
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TRADING VOLUME Dt THE PARALLA. MAWKT « JD 46401 
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Cairo Amman Bank 


U.S. Dollar in International Markets 


Currency 
Sterling Found' 

New Yonk 
Ctv if 

^ 11/3/93 
1.4310 

Dralsctn.' Mark 

1.6614 

Swiss Franc 

1 . 5229 

French Franc 

5.643? 

Japanese Yen 

II 7.55 

Forupcan Cunrroy Unit 

1.1646 *» 


New Vote 
Ctow 


5.6580 


Ppcopm 4 IpnlnK « ■.!*. liMI 

EarocumncT brtnrasc Rates 


Eurocurrency Interest Rates Dace: 12/3/1993 

Currency I Mill 3 MTHSl a MTIIS 1 12 UYIIS 

ILS ‘ 1>unMr 3.00 3.12 3. IS 3.4 7 

Sterling Found 5- Si 5.61 5.59 * 1.10 

Deutsche Mark 6 ./S 7.13 7 .31 6.68 

Swlv. Franc- J.> 7 4.73 4.43 4. 25 

French Franc J/.50 11.12 9.ii S . 75 

Japanese Yen j,37 3. IS 3.1 ? 3.0b 

Kuropnn Currency Unit 9.37 9,00 $.45 $.00 

iMirtafi Ij« 4 r»N-\ lor anmanl\ rwrrJiup I .S. IkAm l.tNIMO gr equinfcal. 


Precious Ma t-a l l 


Date: 12/3/1973 


Metal 

IBilWh 

JIMim" 

Metal 

t!SI WO/. 

Cold 

327.90 

6.35 

Silver 

3.64 


Central Bank of Jordan Exchange Rate Ba Detain 

Dat ® ; 1 3/3/1*193 

Currency Bid Offer 

| 1 _S. Ihdlar Q.b‘V/0 0.6940 

Ster ling faad ■ Q.qSt’T 0.9O3S 

Dcotscfac Mark 0,4 14S C.4169 

Swiss Franc 0.45 46 0.4569 

French Franc 0. 122 2 0.1226 

Japanese Yea 0.5150 0.5S79 

Dutc h C Guilder 0.5675 C.37I3 

Swedish Krona 0.0287 0.0191 

Italian lira" 0,0430 0.0432 

Belgian Franc 0.172017 0.02027 


Other Currencies 

Currency ~~ 

Buhraini Dinar 
Ixhancsc lira 

Saadi Kiya> 

Kuwaiti Dinar 
Qatari Kiyal 
Kgyplian Found 
Omani Ki yat 
DAK ITirham 
Creek Drachma' 

Cy print Found 


CAB ItMlices tar Aimai Financial Market 


° at * : 13/3/1793 


Rid 

Offer 

1.6110 

1.6260 

fl.3t450 

0.41500 

O.IS40 

0.16:5 

2.2200 

2.2430 

0.IS73 

0. 1666 

0.1940 

0.2150 

1.7700 

1.7S70 

0.1S73 . 

0.1S66 

0.30625 . 

0.32625 

0.13775 

0.14150 


AIFShun 

Hanking Setlnr 
ln.su rame Snlnr 
Inditsity Sect of 
Services Sector 

IIHVII.IHT !«• M» 


3/3/1593 

10/3/199$ Onw 

190.2 5 

191.59 

132.56 

135.41 

212.07 

213.66 

270.29 

272.06 

240.36 

201.77 


Ousted B.P. chief 
has £1. 5m pay-off 


Primerica and American Express 
agree on $lb brokerage merger 


LONDON (R) — Former British 
Petroleum (B.P.) chairman and 
chief executive Robert Horton 
received a £1.5 million (S2.15 
million) pay-off as compensation 
for being ousted in a boardroom 
bust-up last year, the oil group's 
annual report shows. 

He was paid S780.000 ($1.12 
million) for loss of office and a 
further £722,740 ($1.04 million) 
for a special contribution into his 
pension, the report, published 
Saturday, showed. 

Hie payments came after Mr. 
Horton earned £245,000 
($351,000) in 1992 as salary prior 
to bis ousting from London- 
headquartered British Petroleum 
Co. PLC. 

Large pay-offs to corporate ex- 
ecutives have come under critic- 
ism in Britain at a time when 
unemployment has risen to more 
than three million, or nearly 11 
per cent of the workforce, and as 
the government presses for lower 
pay rises. 


Further big pay-offs are ex- 
pected after the abrupt departure 
this week on Ernest Mario, chief 
executive and deputy chairman of 
pharmaceuticals giant Glaxo, and 
Peter Rawlins, chief executive of 
the London Stock Exchange- 

Media reports estimate Mr. 
Mario will receive up to £3 mil- 
lion ($4.3 million). 

-Mr. Morton quit in June last 
year when his abrasive style and 
personal commitment to B.P. 
maintaining its dividend to share- 
holders led to division at board 
level. 

B.P. itself is shedding jobs fast, 
with the workforce down to 
97,650 at the en dof 1992 from 
111,900 the previous year and 
further heavy job losses in the 
pipeline. 

But new B.P. chief executive 
David Simon, despite a small rise 
in salary, took an overall pay cut 
in 1992, a year when the group 
slid to a loss of £458 million 
($656.2 million), after write-offs 
and charges. 


NEW YORK (R) — Primerica 
Corp. wrapped up a deal to buy 
American Express Co.’s Shear- 
son Lehman Bros for about SI 
billion Friday, creating the 
world's second-biggest broker- 
age after Merrill Lynch Co. 

The deal, expected to be com- 
pleted by early July, will end 
American Express’ troubled te- 
nure as Shearson's parent and put 
the brokerage back in the hands 
of Primerica chairman and chief 
executive Sanford Weill, who 
sold it in 1981 for stock valued 
$930 million. 

Under the deal Primerica will 
merge Shearson into its Smith 
Barney, Harris Upham Co. The 
new brokerage, dubbed Smith 
Barney Sbearson, will have more 
than 10,500 brokers and nearly 
500 branches, compared with 
Merrill's 12,000 brokers and 450 
branches. 

An uspecified number of 
Shearson Lehman positions will 
be eliminated due to duplication, 
American Express president and 
chief executive officer Harvey 


Golub said in a letter to em- 
ployees. 

Smith Barney chairman and 
chief executive Frank Zarb, who 
will run the merged firm, said he 
did not yet know how many jobs 
will be cut. 

Plans for the merger were first 
revealed Tuesday, although Mr. 
Golub said in the letter that Mr. 
Weill approached American Ex- 
press about buying Shearson in 
late February. 

Analysts praised the offer as 
positive for both sides, allowing 
American Express to concentrate 
on reviving its core travel and 
charge-card business, while 
adding muscle to Primerica, an 
already formidable financial 
powerhouse. 

In addition to the brokerage 
Primerica has an insurance sub- 
sidiary and a consumer credit 
group. 

‘With this transaction. Smith 
Barney takes a quantum leap 
forward in • achieving what would 
have required years to develop 


internally,” Mr. Weill said in a 
statement. 

On the New York Stock Ex- 
change, Primerica's stock dosed 
np $1.50 at $49.50, and American 
Express jumped 50 cents to 
$27,875. 

While the deal indudes Shear- 
son’s retail brokerage and asset 
management operations, it does 
not indude Lehman Bros., the 
investment banking and research 
unit, which will provide services 
to (he merged company for up to 
two years. 

Under terms of the agreement, 
Primerica wall pay American Ex- 
press $850 million in cash, $125 
million in Primerica convertible 
preferred stock and $25 million in 
common equity warrants. 

Primerica sard it also agreed to 
pay out up to $50 million annually 
for three yean plus 10 per cent of 
after-tax profits in excess of $250 
million per year over a five-year 
period. 

. “I think this is a win-win-win 
situation,” said Dan Murray, who 


follows the brokerage industry 
for Argus Research. “It takes the 
retail brokerage power for a 
Shearson and combine it with 
some people who know how to 
manage a firm like that.” 

He noted that by selling Shear- 
son, American Express will save 
$600 million of $1 billion in capit- 
al it had planned to pump into the 
securities unit. 

Mr. Weill, who is known as an 
expert in the retail brokerage 
industry, joined American Ex- 
press after selling Shearson to the 
financial-services giant but left in 
1985. He reportedly chafed under 
the leadership of American Ex- 
press chairman James Robinson, 
who stepped down a month ago 
under intense board pressure. 

The deal has been approved by 
the boards of both companies but 
requires regulatory approval. 

Jospeh Plumeri. managing 
partner of Shearson Lehman, will 
serve as president of the new 
company with responsibility for 
retail sales and marketing. 


Serb bank closes doors 
to panic- stricken depositors 


Over 400,000 Croatians 
strike over hyperinflation 


BELGRADE (R) — Thousands 
of angry and panic-stricken de- 
positors besieged the branch 
offices of a leading Yugoslav pri- 
vate bank Friday when they failed 
to open. 

Hie Jugoscandic Bank dosed 
all its branches in Serbia and 
Montenegro on the orders of its 
owner Jezdimir Vasiljevic, who 
left the country Monday. 

He has threatened to reveal 
details of corruption among lead- 
ing politicians and businessmen in 
the country, stricken by U.N. 
sanctions and plagued by hyper- 
inflation. 

There was no word of explana- 
tion on Jugoscandic doors to an- 
xious depositors. 

Thousands waited around the 
dock from Monday to withdraw 
their money from the bank which 
paid huge monthly interest of 200 
per cent on local dinar accounts, 
helping ordinary people survive 
annual inflation of 20,000 per 
cent. 

The Belgrade press reported 
that Mr. Vasiljevic had ordered 
the closure for the next 10 days 


for “security reasons.” 

Acting bank manager Stevan 
Protic attempting to defuse ten- 
sion and limit damage, told Bel- 
grade television the bank “might 
be open on Monday.” 

“This is the last straw, we have 
been cheated, we have been dep- 
rived of our last life-line," said an 
angry depositor outside one of 
the main city centre brandies. 

Most of the bank's dients are 
retired people with monthly pen- 
sions of around $15 in a country 
where milk costs a dollar a litre. 

Mr. Vasiljevic's accusations of 
corruption in Serbian and Mon- 
tenegrin political and business 
drdes prompted fears that he had 
fled the country with the money, 
a charge he has denied, promising 
to return at an unspecified date. 

“The country's economy has 
finally collapsed, Vasiljevic was 
my only source of income,’’ an 
elderly woman said. 

As Jugoscandic folded, the big- 
gest Serbian private bank Dafi- 
ment announced sharp cuts in 
interest rates on hard currency 
accounts, from 15 per cent a 


month to an average of 20 per 
cent a year. 

Dafiment's owner Dafina Mila- 
novic told Reuters Friday: “1 feel 
it b time for Serbia's economy 
and finances to turn around and 
gear up for post-war operations 
and revival,” she told Reuters. 

Meanwhile Yugoslav customs 
authorities were reported to be 
cracking down on the smuggling 
of foreign currency abroad. 

In the last 24 hours customs 
offidals seized $156,000 in fore- 
ign currency at the Hungarian 
border, the Yugoslav news agen- 
cy Tanjug reported Friday. 

The deputy head of Serbia's 
newly-constituted financial 
police, Uija Petrovic, said Friday 
over 1,000 private exchange 
offices and small banks had 
mushroomed in the past 12 
months and promised to crack 
down on their operations. 

Some of them, notably those 
owned by Serb member of parlia- 
ment and paramilitary leader 
Zeljko Raznjatovic-Arkan in 
central Belgrade, remained 
dosed Friday. 


ZAGREB (R) — More than 
400.000 Croatian workers staged 
warning strikes Friday to protest 
at their impoverishment from 
war-induced hyperinflation and 
diminishing soda! benefits under 
privatisation. 

Leaders of Croatia's three ma- 
jor unions representing clerical, 
transport, service industry and 
some factory workers as well as 
teachers accused the government 
of canying out a privatisation 
programme at labour’s expense. 

“The privatisation of ex- 
communist enterprises is a failure 
due to the government’s insist- 
ence that it be carried out in 
wartime,” said Vesna Ivkovic- 
Sdpcevic, a union vice-president. 

“We have been reduced to a 
level of misery where the average 
worker can no longer maintain 
his family. We demand that the 
enormous drop in the real value ■ 
of wages be stopped and the 
burden of war be equally and 
justly shared,” she pointed out. 

Spokesmen for the unions said 
about 85 per cent of their mem- 
bers, or 429,000 workers, joined 


the walkout. 

Some stopped work for just a 
symbolic 12 minutes to avoid 
crippling vital services while 
others stayed out for the foil four 
hours — 1100 to 1500 GMT — 
called for by union chiefs. 

No protest rallies were held. 

The walkout, conducted under 
the slogan, “an hourly wage 
equal to the price of a loaf of 
bread,” hit thousands of com- 
panies and public institutions in 
eight of 21 counties. 

The other 13 counties were not 
affected because they are either 
occupied by rebel minority Serbs 
or border open war zones, such as 
the Krajina enclave skirting the 
Adriatic coast. 

Bcrislav Belec, president of the 
enterprise and soda! service sec- 
tor union, said the workers were 
forced to strike to call attention 
to the danger of “spontaneous 
social unrest.” 

He said the walkout's duration 
was deliberately kept short to 
avoid compounding Croatia’s 
economic crisis but threatened a 
full-blown strike if the right-wing 
government did not reverse the 


pauperisation of ordinary Croa- 
tians. 

Mr. Belec called on the govern- 
ment of President Franjo Tudj- 
man to overhaul its domestic 
policy cabinet and hold a special 
session of parliament to address 
Croatia's economic nosedive. 

Costs for a modernised military 
confronting Serb insurgents, 

650.000 war refugees and repair 
of war damage have catapulted 
yearly inflation to more than 

2.000 per cent. 

The inflationary spiral, set off 
by Croatia’s 1991 war of inde- 
pendence from Serbian- 
dominated Yugoslavia, has re- 
duced real monthly wages to a 
rought average of $60. 

Prices now resemble those in 
affluent Western Europe. 

Croatians have also been hit by 
cuts in blanket social benefits 
such as health insurance. 

President Tudjman maintains a 
tight grip over much of Croatia's 
news media to stem any outward 
criticism, but discontent with the 
republic’s economic tailspin 
under his tenure has been build- 
ing in recent months. 


Oman, India sign pipeline, refineries accords 


DUBAI (R) — Oman and India 
signed two memorandums of 
understanding Saturday on an 
underwater gas pipeline and the 
building of two oil refineries in 
India, deals that could be worth 
billions of dollars. 

The official Omani News 
Agency said the governmental 
Oman Oil Company Ltd. would 
carry out an economic feasibility 
study before starting to build the 
proposed 900-mile, 42-inch 
(1,450 km, 1.07 metre) pipeline 
from Oman to India. 

It did not estimate the project's 
cost, but the specialist magazine 
Middle East Economic Digest 
(MEED) had reported earlier it 
could cost as much as $4.5 billion. 

It said that as proposed the 


pipeline would be laid on the 
continental shelf, meaning it 
would follow the coastline of 
Pakistan and possibly Iran all the 
way to India. 

The Omani agency said the 
amount of gas pumped would 
depend on India’s needs. MEED 
said the proposed line would car- 
ry 50 million cubic metres (1.8 
billion cubic feet) of gas a day. 

Oman, a small oil producer 
which controls with Iran the entr- 
ance to the Gulf, signed an agree- 
ment with Kazakhstan last year to 
form a consortium to build a 
pipeline for the former Soviet 
republic's potentially large oil ex- 
ports. 

The 1992 Arab Oil and Gas 
Directory said Oman’s proven 


gas reserves had nearly doubled 
by early 1992 from two years 
earlier to reach 17.2 trillion cubic 
feet (490 billion cubic metres). 

Fifty million cubic metres a 
day, if that is the rate at which the 
gas would flow to India, would 
exploit those reserves at the. rate 
of 18-2 billion cubic metres (643 
billion cubic feet) a year. 

The two accords were signed fn 
Muscat by Oman’s Deputy Prime 
Minister for Financial and Econo- 
mic Affairs Oais Bin Abdul 
Monim Al Zawawi and Oil Minis- 
ter Said Bin Ahmad Al Shanfari 
and India's Oil Minister Satish 
Sharrna, the agency said. 

It said the two refineries, one 
in central India and one in west- 
ern India, would have a total 


capacity of 120.000 barrels per 
day and Oman would provide 
them with crude oil. 

The agency said each refinery 
would be built as a joint venture 
between the Oman Oil Company 
and India's Hindustan Petroleum 
Corp. Ltd and India Bharat Oil 
Company. 

It did not say how much they 
would cost but said 48 per cent of 
each project would be offered to 
the public. 


Jordan Times; 
Tel: 667171 


\ 0 $ %Y 

M* 


Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel.: 677420 


Kevin Costner 
and Whitney Houston 

BODYGUARD 

Shows: 12:3 °- 3:00 ' 8 ; 15, 10-.30 pm 

Free Car Parking 



Accounting conference to be 
held in Bahrain in April 

NEW YORK (Agencies) — The harmonisation of standard setting in 
the Arab World and tadding the legal challenges posed by the new 
world order are two of the issues to be discussed at the Third Arab 
International Accounting Conference on Challenges Facing Arab 
Accountants, scheduled for April 10-12 in Manama, Bahrain. 

The conference will highlight a number of subjects that affect the 
way Arabs do business among themselves and with other countries. 
Among the topics scheduled for discussion are “Challenges Facing 
Accountants,” “Litigation and Professional Indemnity,” “Conflict of 
Interest,” “Professional Changes under the New World Order ” 
“Current Practices in the Arab World,"- “Regulating the Practice in 
tire Arab World,” “Harmonisation of Standard-Setting in the Arab 
World.” and “Accountants and their International Qualification.” 

Talai Abu Ghazaleh, president of the Arab Society Certified 
Accountants, says the conference mil do much to promote economic 
development in the region. Emphasising the need for regional 
compatibility of accounting standards, he said that it was the only 
way to real economic development in the Arab World. 

The conference will be followed by a two-day workshop sponsored 
by the United Nations Intergovernmental Working Group of Experts 
for international, standards of accounting and reporting. 
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S. Korea troops put on alert 
after Pyongyang nuclear move 


SEOUL (R) — South Korea 
Saturday put its 640,000- member 
-armed forces on alert after Com- 
munist North Korea’s abrupt de- 
cision to pull out of an interna- 
tional accord on stopping the 
spread of nuclear weapons. 

“Defence Minister Kwon 
Young-Hae ordered the alert as a 
precaution (against anv possible 
-North Korean provocation) in 
-connection with North Korea’s 
announcement to withdraw from 
Jhe nuclear non-proliferation 
treaty (NPT),” a Defence Minis- 
try spokesman said. 

He said the order was issued 
-while kwon was inspecting troops 
.taking pan in the joint U.S.- 
South Korean military exercises 
under way in the South. 

A Defence Ministry spokes- 
man would not elaborate on de- 
tails of the ulen. 

On Tuesday Pyongyang went 
on what its military chief, Kim 
Jong-li, called a “semi-war" foot- 
ing to coincide with the start of 
the military exercises. 

' While Seoul and Washington 
say the annual Team Spirit man- 
oeuvres are purely defensive, 
Pyongyang calls them a pretext 
for a nuclear attack on the North. 

Military sources said there 
were no unusual North Korean 
troops movements this week 
along the heavily fortified border 
between the Koreas. 

The Stalinisr leadership of 
North Korea, suspected for years 
of working to build nuclear 
weapons, said Friday it was 


scrapping its membership in the 
NPT rather than allow interna- 
tional inspection of its secret nuc- 
lear sites. 

Seoul officials Saturday said 
they were studying counter- 
measures against the North Ko- 
rean move but had ruled out 
military faction. 

“The government is consulting 
with the United States and other 
countries on how to react. But we 
will not consider any military 
action." a South Korean Foreign 
Ministry official said. 

Another government official 
said the South was likely to ask 
the North to hold a Joint Nuclear 
Control Committee meeting to 
discuss nuclear inspections. 

Talks between the two Koreas 
on proposed nuclear inspections 
broke down last January after the 
North protested against Seoul's 
plan to hold military exercises 
with the United Sttates. 

South Korean President Kim 
Young-Sam told ruling party 
leaders at a meeting Saturday 
that North Korea “is courting 
isolation from the international 
community." 

A statement issued late Friday 
night after an emergency meeting 
of South Korean cabinet minis- 
ters said Seoul was “fully pre- 
pared to promptly and resolutely 
deal with any provocation by 
North Korea following its with- 
drawal from the NPT." 

Pyongyang’s announcement 
fuelled the West’s already strong 
apprehensions about North 


Korea’s nuclear capacity and left 
the isolated state at risk from 
U.N. sanctions. 

In a broadcast monitored in 
Tokyo Saturday, North Korea 
warned the United States of 
grave consequences if sanctions 
were imposed. 

South Korean analysts say the 
North's hardline nuclear stance 
will strengthen the position of 
hawks in the Seoul government 
and hamper detente moves be- 
tween the Koreas. 

Mr. Christopher threatened 
North Korea Friday with possible 
international sanctions after its 
Communist rulers pulled out of 
an agreement to stop the spread 
of nuclear weapons. 

Asked if the United States 
would push for United Nations 
sanctions against North Korea, 
Mr. Christopher said: 

“Certainly the North Korean 
situation is a serious one today 
and if they continue on the path 
that they are on 1 think that that 
will have to be considered. 

“We hope that they might 
withdraw, but if they don't I 
think that we’ll have to consider 
further steps.” 

Mr. Christopher told reporters 
North Korea's decision “raises 
many suspicions in our minds” 
and Washington would be watch- 
ing its actions closely in the next 
few days. 

Earlier, Madeleine Albright. 
U.S. ambassador to the U.N., 
called on North- Korea to with- 
draw its declaration immediately. 


Indian police question suspect in bombing 


BOMBAY (R) — Indian police 
were reported to be questioning a 
Kashmiri Saturday in connection 
with a string of powerful bombs 
which killed 225 people and in- 
jured 1,100 in Bombay, India’s 
commercial capital. 

United News of India (UNI) 
said the unnamed suspect had 
given the names of five Kashmiri 
“accomplices’’ and an Iranian 
and a major search was under 
way for them. 

There was no immediate con-, 
Urination of the report, but senior 
Indian government officials said, 
there were suspicions of external 
involvement because several car- 
bombs were among the 13 blasts 
which rocked the city of 12 mil- 
lion people Friday. 

“None of our own militant 
organisations is known to have 
this kind of expertise or be cap- 
able of organising such a series of 
bombs with such precision,” said 
one official in New Delhi. 

“The obvious places to look 
are in the Middle East, where car 
bombs have been used for a long 
time,” he said. “Of course we are 
not ruling out the possibility that 
Indian militants have used fore- 
ign expertise.” 

Kashmiri militants have been 
lighting Delhi’s rule over the 
Indian part of Kashmir for three 
years. Police and hospitals have 
reported more than 9.000 deaths 
in the rebellion. 

- Some of the militants fought 
with the Mujahedeen in Afgha- 
nistan. alongside other Muslims 
who saw the battle against a 
Moscow-backed government as a 
jihad, or holy war. 

But the Kashmiri militants 


have largely confined their battle 
for secession from overwhelming- 
ly Hindu India to the Kashmir 
Valley, their Muslim majority 
stronghold. 

They have made threats to 
carry their war into the Indian 
heartland, but there has been no. 
prior evidence they have done so. 

UNI said the Kashmiri suspect 
was seized by the security staff of 
a luxury hotel soon after a bomb 
exploded there Friday. It did not 
say if the man had been formally 
arrested. 

Police S3id that whoever was 
responsible for the bomb attacks, 
they believed a well-financed 
foreign terrorist group was in- 
volved. 

“It’s the work of a foreign 
group. We are looking into all 
aspects, including a possible West 
Asian (Middle East) connec- 
tion,” a senior police official told 
reporters. 

The first of Friday’s bombs hit 
the Bombay Stock Exchange, In- 
dia's premier bourse. Officials 
said it appeared to have been a 
car bomb which exploded in the 
basement. 

The similarity to a car bo mb 
blast in New York’s World Trade 
Centre on Feb. 26, in which at 
least five people were killed and 
more than 1,000 injured, had led 
to police investigating a possible 
Middle East connection, they 
said. 

Intelligence agents and explo- 
sive experts Saturday sifted 
through the debris left by the 
Bombay bomb, searching for 
clues on what kind of explosive 
and what kind of triggering de- 
vices were used. 


Security Council condemns 
UNITA rebels in Angola 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — The 
Security Council has threatened 
unspecified action against Ango- 
la’s UNITA rebels for creating 
mayhem in the southern African 
nation through renewed fighting 
and failing to participate seriously 
in peace talks. 

A resolution, adopted unani- 
mously, also asks Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali to orga- 
nise a meeting between the gov- 
ernment and UNITA “at the 
highest possible level" before 
April 30. 

Diplomats said Dr. Ghali 
might arrange a session between 
Angolan President Eduardo Dos 
Santos and UNITA leader Jonas 
Savimbi in London in early April 
en route to a tentatively planned 
trip to Cambodia, 

But the resolution was careful 
not to set a place and venue 
following UNITA’s demand that 
the secretary-general negotiate 
personally in New York or Gene- - 
va rather than his envoy, Mar- 
garet Ansiee of Britain. 

The resolution made dear that 
Ms. Anstee, whom Mr. Savimbi 
wants removed from her post, 
had the foil backing of the Secur- 
ity Council and condemned all 
attacks against her. 

The Council threatened any 
party that jeopardises the peace 
accords with “all appropriate me- 
asures” a veiled reference to 
sanctions against UNITA and di- 
plomatic isolation of any govern- 
ment it might form. 

UNITA, the National Union 
for the Total Independence of 
Angola, returned to the battle- 
field after rejecting its defeat by 
foe government party in U.N.- 


run elections last September. 

Ms. Ansiee. the chief U.N. 
representative in Angola, has 
told the Security Council she 
thought Mr. Savimbi had about 
60.000 armed men and controlled 
IU5 out of 120 provinces or about 
70 per cent of the country. 

Inc United States and South 
Africa had supported and armed 
Mr. Savimbi almost since the 
country gained independence 
from Portugal against the govern- 
ment backed by the Soviet Un- 
ion. 

The mandate of the U.N. 
Angola Verification Mission, 
which now has only 224 personnel 
in Angola, expires at the end of 
April and the Council must de- 
cide then whether to beef up the 
force or pull it out and concen- 
trate on mediation only. 

The resolution "strongly con- 
demns” violations by UNITA of 
the peace accords, the results of 
the September elections, its fai- 
lure to take part in political in- 
stitutions, its withdrawal from the 
new Angolan armed forces and 
“its seizure by force of the pro- 
vincial capital and municipali- 
ties." 

It demands UNITA accept the 
results of the elections, an im- 
mediate ceasefire and the re- 
sumption of a “meaningful dia- 
logue" under U.N. auspices. 

UNITA and the ruling Popular 
Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola (MPLA) signed a 1991 
accord in Lisbon pledging to end 
their IS-year old civil war. 

The chief U.N. envoy in Ango- 
la has warned the southwest Afri- 
can nation could become as de- 
vastated as Somalia, 


Police said earlier they were 
hunting for a man who had check- 
ed in at two luxury hotels where 
bombs exploded, but did not 
identify him. 

Some 6,000 paramilitary troop- 
ers. are being sent to Bombay by 
train to help beef up security in a 
dty still recovering from bloody 
Hindu-Muslim riots in December 
and January in which at least 700 
died. 

In the January riots, most of 
the victims were Muslims, as Hin- 
du mobs attacked their homes 
and set fire to Muslim shops, 
triggering an exodus from the 
city. Officials had feared the ex- 
plosions could spark more clashes 
but said there were no reports of i 
sectarian strife. 

The army has been put on full j 
alert and police set up check- 
points throughout the dty to i 
search cars and pedestrians in an 
attempt to prevent further 
attacks. 

In New Delhi, the Iranian 
embassy denied involvement in 
Friday’s blasts and said it had no 
links with the suspected Iranian 
accomplice. 

“1 don’t believe any Iranian 
could be involved," Charge d’Af- 
faires Ali Reza AJamoti told Reu- 
ters. “Our relations with India 
are good and we don't believe in 
any clandestine approach." 

Mr. Alamoti said Iran had pro- 
tested to India over the recent 
Hindu-Muslim riots in Bombay. 

“But I assure you one hundred 
per cent that the government of 
Iran is not involved in the latest 
incident in Bombay," Mr. Ala- 
moti said. 

Japan 
politician 
indicted 
for tax 
evasion 

TOKYO (R) — Japanese pro- 
secutors said Saturday they had 
indicted former ruling party Vice- 
President Shin Kanemaru on tax 
evasion charges. 

A senior prosecution official 
said foe 78-year-old Kanemaru,. 
long the “kingmaker” of' 
Japanese politics, was believed to 
have concealed 1987 income of 
200 million yen (SI .69 millon). 

His former political secretary. 
Masahisa Haibara. had been in- 
dicted an similar charges, said 
Norio Igarashi, head of the special 
investigation squad at teh Tokyo 
Prosecutors' Office. 

The pair were arrested a week 
ago. Each risks a possible five- 
i year jail term or a 500 million yen 
($4.2 million) fine, as well as 
possible income tax penalties if 
found guilty. 

Mr. Igarashi said Mr. Kane- 
mam was alleged to have evaded 
about 118 million yen ($1 million) 
in taxes on some 200 million yen 
of undeclared income in 1987. 

Aide Haibara, 49, evaded an 
estimated 26 million yen 
($220,000) on income of 50 mil- 
lion yen ($422^00), the indict- 
ment said. 

The pair face trial before the 
Tokyo District Court. 

Mr. Igarashi said prosecutors 
had brought the charges to beat 
Sunday's deadline for prosecu- 
tion of irregularities in the 1987/ 

1 88 tax year. 


State Department spokesman 
Richardo Boucher said Washing- 
ton was already in touch with its 
allies on how to react. The matter 
is currently before the Vienna- 
based International Atomic. 
Energy Agency (IAEA), which 
has the authority to refer it to the 
United Nations Security Council. 

China prevented the Security 
Council from Caking a strong 
stand Friday on North Korea's 
withdrawal from the nuclear non- 
proliferation treaty, diplomats' 1 
said. 

In private consultations on the 
matter among Security Council 
Nations, Japanese Ambassador 
Yoshto Hatano called the North 
Korean decision a threat to in:. - 
national security, and therefore a 
problem for the Council. 

British Ambassador David 
Hannay said publicly that Japan 
found considerable support for 
that position: “A large number of 
ambassadors expressed great con- 
cern about the matter ... the 
implications were serious and 
would need to be considered very 
carefully." 

“ft is viewed by most of the 
governments of countries repre- 
sented on the Security Council as 
a very serious matter,” Mr. Han- 
nay added. 

But China, North Korea's key 
ally, vehemently opposed that 
position, said diplomats present 
in the meeting, speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity. 

Clinton 
visits U.S. 


carrier 


ABOARD THE USS THEO- 
DORE ROOSEVELT (R) — 
President Bill Clinton, the first 
U.S. leader since World War H 
with no military experience, vi- 
sited this giant warship in a flight 
jacket emblazoned “Bill Clinton, 
Commander-in-Chief.” . 

In a symbolic demonstration of 
his new role as chief of America’s 
military, Mr. Clinton landed by 
helicopter aboard the 96,000- 
tonne nuclear powered carrier 70 
miles off Virginia to observe 
flight operations and wish the 
6,200 crew members smooth sail- 
ing on a six-month deployment to 
the Mediterranean. 

“While you carry out your mis- 
sion so for from home over the 
'next few months, we back at 
home will be engaged in a raging 
debate about defence poik he 
told the crew. “As we reduce 
defence spending, we will not 
leave the men and the women 
who helped us win the cold war 
out in the cold. 

“As you follow the news of 
these events during your 
voyage... I ask you to remember 
this, as your commander in-chief 
I am immensely proud of who 
you are, what you stand for and 
what you are doing," Mr. Clinton 
said. 

He said today's men and 
women in uniform “may be called 
upon to answer not only the 
sound of guns but also a call of 
distress, a summons to keep foe 
peace, even the cry of starving 
children.” 

All the flourishes of military 
protocol awaited the president: 
The ship's bells tolling him 
aboard, the loudspeaker boom- 
ing, “United States, arriving," 
the sailors parading at attention 
on foe flight deck, the guided 
missile destroyer Arleigh Burke 
Steaming past on review while 
Mr. Clinton waved. 

Earlier Florida prosecutor 
Janet Reno became the first 
woman attorney general in U.S. 
history Friday, filling the last 
vacancy in President Clinton's 
cabinet. 

Ms. Reno, 54, who was con- 
firmed by the Senate on a 98-0 
vote Thursday, was sworn in by 
Supreme Court Justice Byron 
White in the White House 
Roosevelt Room. 




BOMBAY BLAST DAMAGE: A poHceman 
stands beside a charred automobile outside the 
Air India Building a day after a powerful explo- 
sion rocked the structure in this western port dty. 


India's thtnwfaii and commercial centre. A series 
at blasts ripped through Bombay Friday killing 
over 200 people and injuring more than 800 others 
(AFP photo) 


Bosnians hold U.N. general, demand aid 


SARAJEVO (R) — Besieged 
Muslims held U.N. Commander 
Philippe Morillon in eastern Bos 
nia Saturday . saying he would not 
be released until more relief aid' 
arrives. 

A spokesman for the United 
Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) said the 
French general was safe and well 
in foe beleaguered town of Sreb- 
renica, but added: “He is pre- 
vented from leaving until a relief 
convoy arrives." 

In Sarajevo. Serb gunmen 
blocked a road to prevent U.N. 
peacekeepers from escorting 
Muslim legislators into the Bos- 
nian capital to attend a par- 
liamentary debate on draft peace 
agreement. 

Gen. Morillon went to Srebre- 
nica with a small team to check 
on foe stutation there. The town 
of 60,000 inhabitants, including 
refugees, has been under Serb 
siege for 11 months and a World 
Health Organisation doctor who 
went there last week said up to 30 
people were dying daily. 

Major Pepe Gallegos of the 
U.N. Protection Force (UNPRO- 
FOR) told newsmen in Sarajevo 
that Gen. Morillon had been 
prevented from leaving Friday 
night by “a large group of re- 
fugees.” 

The Spanish officer said the 
crowd told Gen. Morillon they 
were afraid they would be shelled 
as soon as he the town. 

“General V Ion’s assess- 


ment is that a total humanitarian 
package needs to be provided to 
the Srebrenica enclave... to get 
foe convoy with 100 tonnes of 
relief supplies in and evacuate the 
wounded people," he added. < 

Peter Janssen from the 
UNHCR in Sarajevo described 
the situation as a deadlock, 
adding: “Our line has always 
been we want an international 
presence in Srebrenica, but we 
certainly didn’t have anything 
like this in mind.” 

A Belgian convoy of 11 heavy 
trucks loaded with food and 
medicine for Srebrenica was wait- 
ing at foe Serbian-Bosnia border 
while U.N. officials negotiated its 
passage across Serb-held terri- 
tory, where fierce fighting is re- 
ported. 

A UNHCR spokesman said foe 
main road from the border to 
Srebrenica, about 15 kilometres 
inside Bosnia, was impassable bc- 
caue a bridge has been destroyed. 

The convoy, if and when it 
receives permission to move, will 
take the same route as that used 
by Gen. Morillon, which was 
mined. Engineers would first 
dear foe mines, foe spokesman 
said. 

Talks were going on between 
U.N. offidals and Serb military 
leaders at Serb headquarters at 
Pale near Sarajevo for an end to 
fighting in the area to allow aid 
through to Srebrenica aud 
another settlement, Konjevic 
Polje, and to evacuate the 


wounded. 

In Konjevic Polje at least 16 
civilians, induding women and 
children, were killed Friday when 
Serbs shelled a crowd blockading 
a British military team escorting a 
U.N. convoy. 

The 11 British soldiers and a 
World Health Organisation doc- 
tor reached safety late Friday 
after being trapped in foe village 
for 24 hours, leaving behind three 
damaged vehicles. 

In Sarajevo Saturday, parlia- 
ment was to have considered the 
peace plan worked out by 
mediators Cyrus Vance and Lord 
Owen, but foe meeting was post- 
poned to Sunday. 

Bosnian Serb leader Radovan 
Karadzic confirmed Saturday that 
he would go to New York next 
week to meet Muslim and Croat 
leaders for more peace negotia- 
tions. 

Mr. Karadzic said his side 
accepted between 70 and 80 per 
cent of a proposed map of Bosnia 
dividing foe former Yugoslav re- 
publc into 10 cantons broadly 
along ethnic lines. 

“We are going to find out how 
we can resolve this 20 to 30 per 
cent still in dispute," he said. The 
map would force Serbs, who now 
control 70 per cent of Bosnia, to 
withdraw to 43 per cent: 

U.S. cargo planes parachuted 
emergency aid over eastern Bos- 
nia for foe 13th consecutive night 
to relieve civilians trapped by me 
bloody war, foe U.S. Air Force 
said Saturday. 
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Zoologists slip, RPR 
thin lead over UDF 


PARIS (R) — France’s Ecologist 
parties, which earlier this year 
were on a pre-election roll, have 
lost momentum ahead of a par- 
liamentary vote on March 21 and 
28. according to two opinion 
polls. 

The polls showed that support 
for the Ecologists peaked earlier 
this year and that they now lag 
foe rival Socialist Party, which 
they had appeared poised to beat. 

The surveys indicated the cen- 
tre-right opposition was on track 
for a convincing win and would 
capture between 412 and 440 of 
foe 555 districts in mainland 
France. 

Both showed the Gaullist Rally 
For foe Republic (RPR)- main- 
taining a thin lead over its centre- 
right partner, the Union for 
French Democracy (UDF). 

A BVA poll, conducted March 

9- 11, showed that 12 per cent of 
those polled would vote for the 
Ecologists, down from 14.5 per 
cent in a March 1-4 survey and 19 
per cent in late January. 

A CSA survey compiled March 

10- 11 gave 16 per cent to foe 
Ecologists compared with 17 per 
cent in a Feb. 24-25 poll and 19.5 
per cent in early February. 

The Socialists won 18 per cent 
of foe new BVA poll and 18.5 per 
cent of CSA’s. 


Many Ecologist voters are for- 
mer Socialist supporters who. 
have switched allegiances be- 
cause of discontent with foe gov- 
erning party’s record. It was un- 
clear where disenchanted Ecolog- 
ist voters had now turned. 

The BVA poll gave foe RPR 20 
per cent of foe vote and the UDF 
19 per cent, while in the CSA 
survey the RPR captured 20 J per 
cent and foe UDF 18. 

The outcome of the neck-and- 
neck contest between foe two 
mainstream conservative parties 
may determine who President 
Francois Mitterrand chooses as 
prime minister. 

An 1FOP poll Thursday 
showed the UDF, for the first 
time, creeping ahead of its con- 
servative rival with 20 per cent 
compared to 19.5 per cent for foe 
RPR. 

Meanwhile, an official inquiry 
confirmed Friday that French 
journalists and lawyers had been 
subjected to telephone tapping 
under President Francois Mitter- 
rand but said it had not yet 
determined who ordered the bug- 
ging. 

The newspape r Liberation said 
Friday Mr. Mitterrand's personal 
security office had requested 
more than 100 wiretaps in foe 


Massacre evidence points to Khmer Rouge — U.N. 


KOK KDOL, Cambodia (R) — The boatmen told investigators 
U.N. officials investigating a mas- . foqr were ordered by a group of 
sacre of ethnic Vietnamese in Khmer Rouge to hand over foeir 
northwestern Cambodia say evi- boats and accompany them on 
dence points to Khmer Rouge foe night of foe massacre, 
guerrillas. “They said the men, many In 

A team consisting of U.N. civi- uniform, did not call each other 


lian police, military observers and by given names but used ‘cotn- 
h uman rights officials recovered rade’ when speaking,” one U.N. 
several boats used in foe attack investigator said, 
and questioned three men who At Kok Kdol, one six-metre, 
admitted operating the craft dur- (20-foot), wooden boat still had 
jng foe assault. bullet marks on its hull. On 

At least 37 people were killed Thursday, military observers 
and 29 wounded in Wednesday’s found several spent AK-47 car- 
incident. tridge cases. in foe boat. 

“They say it was foe D.K. One man nervously told fogm 
(Khmer Rouge),” a U.N. police how his brother’s life had been 
officer told Reuters Friday. threatened unless he gave his; 


boat owner said: “When he came 
bade, be was afraid and did not 
say anything. He went to sleep." 

The massacre was the worst 
attack an ethnic Vietnamese 
since Cambodia's four political 
factions signed peace accords In 
19 91. The victims included many 
women and children. 

The accords led to the deploy- 
ment of a 22,000-strong U.N. 


Nations for previous attacks on 
ethnic Vietnamese communities. 

The U.N. military observers 
said Khmer Rouge fighters had 
been frequent visitors to Kok 
Kdol since government forces 
withdrew from the village in early 
March and had threatened to kill 
U.N. personnel if they wen tv 
there. 

The investigators dismissed a 


peacekeeping force but the, statement from the Khmer Rock 
K hmer Rouge is refosmg to im- saying foe attack was the work of 
plement the terms. Violence has bandits, 
increased as general elections “The killings here are much- 
approach in May. ... “ uvu 


more synchronised than bandits 


mid-1980s. The report com- 
pounded the Socialist govern- 
ment’s embarrassment nine days 
before a general election. 

Paul Bouchet, head of the 
National Control Commission on 
Security Intercepts, said in a 
statement: “It is dear that ...foe 
wiretaps were “a severe violation 
not only of foe victims' private 
lives but also of the professional 
secrecy to which journalists and 
lawyers are entitled in a democra- 
tic society.” 

,4 At foe present stage of foe 
investigation, it is premature to 
try to determine finally the exact 
nature of the wiretapes and the 
identity of those responsible," he 
said. 

Liberation published docu- 
ments purporting to show that a 
since-dissolved security emit bug- 
ged the telephones of dozens of 
people between 1983 and 1986, 
induding journalists, an actress, 
lawyers and an author. 

‘ At least 114 wiretaps were re*, 
quested for reasons ranging from 
suspected arms trading to terror- 
ist links or presidential security, 
but it was not dear if ail foe taps 
were actually carried out, the 
left-wing daily said. 

A presidential spokesman de- 
clined comment. 


Japan crown 

prince likely to be 

married on June 9 

SlSSSa. Masako 0«£ 
__ T, ine 9 news reports s- 
Saturday. But the daBmust 


b made official, foe reports s a 
The 33-vear-old Prince Naru 
to*s engagement to Miss O 1 *™ 

29, was officially announced 
mid-January. 

Row over rock 
ban in ancient 
Roman arena 

ROME (R) — Italy’s cult 
minister, blasted by rock si 
and the country's greatest opt 
tic tenor for banning pop cone* 
from a 1 , 900-year-old Ron 
arena, denied that he was gu 
of “cultural racism." The pop t 
at Verona’s amphitheatre : 
sparked a heated national deb 
and drawn sharp criticism fr 
opera star Luciano Pavarotti s 
Italy’s top pop and rock stars, 
an open letter to Culture Minis 
Alberto Ronchey earlier t 
week, 39 performers complain 
foe ban was “cultural racist 
because classical music conce 
would still be allowed in t 
arena, among the largest in t 
Roman world. Mr. Ronchey c 
nied he was biased against p 
music, saying be himself was a fi 
He said the ban was institut* 
solely to protect the ancient are 
from vibrations that could dat 
age its structure. “It is my job 
protect Italy's monuments 
even if it means being booed at 
insulted,” he said. Pavarotti e 
tered foe debate when the I tali; 
newspaper Corriere Della Se 
asked turn for h v opinion.. Pava 
otti said he hm .ot beard a bo 
the decision because he ha 
been out of foe country. “A: 
you joking? That’s disgracef 
and unjustified," he was quote 
as saying. 

'Mad cow 9 disease 
returns to haunt 
Britons 

LONDON (R) — Fears over t 
possibility of humans catchir 
"mad cow” disease were fuelk 
in Britain following the deal 
from a brain disorder of a daii 
farmer whose herd was infecte 
with the animal virus. Sdentis 
writing in the medical journal tih 
Lancet said the case of the 6‘ 
year-old man was foe first fetalit 
involving direct occupational cor 
tact with mad cow* disease. Hi 
death “raised foe possibility of 
casual Enk" they said. The farmer wi 
struck down with Creutzfeld 
Jacob Disease (CJD) two year 
after one of his herd bad to bi 
slaughtered in 1989 at the heigh 
of a scare over Bovine Sponjp 
form Encephalopathy (BSE) ir 
cattle. The fanner had drunl 
. milk from the herd for sever 
years. About 30 people a year dit 
in Britain from CJD, whict 
causes loss of memory, deteriora- 
tion in speech and blindness. 
Government officials said Friday 
there was no scientific evidence 
of a link between BSE in cattle 
and CJD in humans. '‘Beef can 
be eaten safely by everyone,” 
chief medical officer Kenneth 
Caiman said in a statement. The 
Agriculture Ministry says the dis- 
ease, caused by cows fed with 
bonemeal containing the remains 
of sheep infected with the Scrapie 
virus, is now under control 
although confirmed deaths from 
BSE are averaging S85 a week 
compared with 675 a year ago. 

Zimbabwe students 
decry ‘pain’ doctor 

HARARE (R) — Some 100 stu- 
dents protested in Harare Friday 
agrast a white doctor dubbed 
Dr * ^ison” after he was ac- 
cused of murdering five patients 
during experiments. The students 
from Zimbabwe University car- 
ned placards denouncing Dr 
Richard Gladwell McGowS who 
was charged tn a Harare court £ 
week in connection with exDeri 
ments m pain control which 
foonties say killed five patient 
One of the placards carried by the 

buy select csmoSSU JmnSh 
had admitted to CiK he 

The co mra ^"« tte 


The men, all fishermen, were . boat to foe Khmer Rouge. 


from a village about 15 km (nine 
miles) southeast of foe massacre 
site of Chong Kneas, a floating 
village at the edge of foe Tonle 
Sap (great lake). 


“I asked my brother ’why did - 
you give your boat to the D.K.?* 
and he said ‘if 1 refuse they'll kill 
me*." 

The wife of the pressganged 


in 1978 and ousted them from 
power. 

Khmer Rouge radio often 
broadcasts anti-Vietnamese prop- 
aganda and the group’s guerrillas 
have been blamed by foe United 


body. — 

“That’s why we think it’s foe 
NADK (KWr Rouge),” he said 
Ming foe group’s formal tide, the 
National Army of Democratic 
Kampuchea. - - 
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